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Abstract:

Identity is a cultural construction. Literary genres also
take part in this process. In novel, characters'
particular traits are selected and their actions'
interpreted by the writer in their cultural context.
Even the historical novel is no exception. While
presenting the historical persons the selection and
interpretation are derived from contemporary culture.
This article analyses Abdul Haleem Sharar's Meena
Bazar in constructionist perspective. It takes account
of the characterization and representations in
constructing communal identity in Sharar's text.

(Constructionist) Æ_¬»�Y‚b~Zq-§iye$ (Identity) Ù|#
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7ƒ@*Ôt³ƒäÐÌøzxgLìXÙ|#ZÐZŠ~ƒc*Z½¦ÔpÄÆZ0+gÔZ�ÛZŠÆ¿Š4
ZzgZyÆ!*bé�wÐoƒCìXZ�ÛZŠÆŠgxy�Yz(ÏëM°Zzgé�wZÏZ½¦

Ð6,ŠZ|#qÝ™D�XZ#ËZq-�`ÆZ0+g (Collective Identity) Ù|#
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GGVZzg#…VÆfg)ZK�YZzg(Ïw»ç™D�XZkç
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ÆŠzgZyÑgäXÎZÑ]ÃZVc*ZzgZyÆ�Z!*]ÆË~™ŠZgzVÆkãZzgZyÅù¦¦k,
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ƒäzZà¤/z„Ù½VÃt**zwµn&œc*VIÆ',x~Ìñ�Š¦g™@*ìXZôm,zV
Ð$XÆZK@*gõÆZy”VÃZY¤/™**�ZyÆ%å¸Ô;CZ±gÐZëìXp@*gõ
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ZzgúZx~ZkjZáÐcÇ̂ìXZ%Z~ÐZq-¿ZºÅyz›é�wÅ0*ŒÆ

: jZáÐZq-ŠNÂ±7™@*ì
ZzgZk~¹Z0+gzãZzg�ZgZitå�Ãð›yeì : LLZa{y
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´ºc*ß"~Ë¤/z{»LÑgóZÌqÝ™ŠHX�á{˜VÆŠzgÅqg~~ÑgäZLÇÆ
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{yÆaZº»Ãð¿(ÏÕÔZOò0*Œc*fZCgZñ6,Z‚k7g‚rXZkÅÃ~!*Š�á{Æ

CÙ¿»ÑLZLó¤/z{ÅyåXZºÅTÕiÃ¤/z„Ù|#ÆqñVÅ§sÐè#Ö»
¶K:¯c*Y@*g;ìÔZkÅÂôÑgäZq-ZZ0+Zi~ÅìX„CÙtZq-5§bìpZ¤/̈g™,
ÂtQÏZ‹Zn»�Z[ì�2¤Ãt™äzZÑìX-Vt�Z[Zk¤/z„Ù|#ÃÐ}

t™@*ìÔŒV�Ût¡̈»ìX!*Š�á{ÆCÙ¿Ã{mZL¤/z{Å#bÆÚø~Š9ÔZk
Z‹ZnÃt™Æ0*ŒÅzŸs#ZkÆ_.̈™**ìX
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ÐMÐ(,|™©]‡ìKXqÑèZkâÎÆ©]ÅVBZºÐ&œc*V¬¾ð,
œ~~ÌïYC�XöÆ(,}dW{y·Å�áŠ~º[ÆZq-£òuŠZggZñ»ßÅe
ÐƒðX´z!Z−+IÆŠzg~Š6w7gÆ£x6,jßVÅ7Šògz1Æaë]¸i~

t�áŠc*V(ÏÕèiZzg�YÓfÅ ))))4444(((( oäZL¸ðgZ#Å�áŠ~gZ**$ÿ MzÅeÐÅX
Vw�XZkÓfÅ4+VwÂÎ6̧Zw»rìT~hPZŠ}ZzgŠ+{ÂyÆ²®
Ã£òZŠ!gzZe$~¯¹»ŠgzïŠHìXpÑgÅÃgÐŠBÂtZW,zÓfL›Zzgyzóé
�wìXŠ+pÄÓxÅÓxyzìZzg²1VÔZk,ZEVÔZjEVÔF,ÃVZzg¦VÅgzZe$ÓxÅÓx
ZsòìXtÙ|#‚i~»¿ìTÆik,ZW,“WzZáZf;yZÐL|ó¦g™D�X�Y

))))5555(((( _°]~Z[@*gõ»_·Zy�CÙ~Ù½VÐ?Ø™™ä»gDyaZƒZg;ìX
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: ÒyHŠHì
LLZk~Zy»Ñtå�6,Š}~g�zZáúg'�Š*zâ¥Ð"

¸�Zzg{-VÅ§bZLyzV~Zû7,~gS�ÔZq-Šzu}Ð
�ÑXiâäZzgqÑ‹iâ:ÐzZ ƒVXyz›yúg'�Zµ
êgS�M:~ïVÆZq-Šzu}ÆZzŸqzZîZgZ(g™,X
›y{Â3yzúgÂVÅØCÙ6,4zpŠ�ÛZñÙZZzgyzúg'Ô
›yç-VÐ�á-ÔplZÜ¹ÔzàZg~ZzgDÃg~»$

))))6666(((( BXóó
F!*'‡&ÿEL¨g�XpZ&ÃÌLŠ*zâ¥óÐ!*¸ƒ** (Implied) ZkÒy~�

ecÔtÑÃ~Zq-*ìwå�7581YÆˆZ&k’rVÆË~‚tMc*XtÎZw”VÅ
F,šMÐaZåTÅ§sZÍwZÍwZôm,zVäÂzŠÑðXyz*EVäZkjZáÐZLZL
$©�î EG0Ã7KX~ZgŠzÆjZáÐic*Š{czsÃ̀›ZÑZspZ&»y6,½qÝ™**

Ñg»t**zw�,œ~ÅŠ~Š;ð~‚tMc*ìXZ[pZ&Å5ñçÎ ))))7777(((( ìX

148

03ÔŠc6102Y D ̀9Wsg^a)QgŠz(Ñg{



149

‡ìƒg„ìXŠ*Zzg�¼Zk~ñ�ŠìÔZÐKÅ¢zg]Z¤/%ŠzVÃ (Subjectivity)

ìÂZkÐúg'ÌZ[I7g�XŠ*ZzgZk~H¼ì&pZ&ÃY'ì�QyÆa
ÆìÔSyÒ**]ÐZkÅuzŠÌ³ƒYC�XƒÐ¬ÂpZ&ÃŠz(,~Ù854è

EG
GŠ~ˆ

�XŠzu}ŒV�Ûn™1ŠHì�Zy»!*bé�wf!*iZgÅyÐ¬!*Ç7åXÙ|#

‚i~~Šz(,}¤/zƒVÐmgppzZàpZ&ÅS:]~ÌZqÐiÅpg3ŠHìXúÒÏÆ

fg)¬pZ&Ã¤/zƒV~!*†ŠHÔQZy¤/zƒVÅe{e{S:]»çÌ™1ŠHXZy
Ò**]~tÌ�ì�L›yópZ&~Z+ÃðÌúg]�áï7�yz*ãƒZzgZkäZsx
JwHƒXZ¤/ÃðZ+úg]L›ópZ&~�áïƒCÂZkÆaLyzógÌzgzZ`Zzg¬ŠZ]zZŠZg
Zb:ƒDXZk¦k,Ð¸',Mæƒ@*ì�ÑgÆ&4øFG

I
LÃÜs)yz*ãL›ópZ&�XZk

¨~ÑgÃg¬e$Š~Y$Ë¶ÔZ¤/z{ŒVÜs�á„{0+ZyÅúgÂV»f™™D@*ëL›âVóZzg
LyzƒVóÅpZ&Æa¯ñ‰Zkf!*iZgÆÒyÐtg¬e$7Š~Y$ËXZ¤/@*CZ±g

ÐŠ¬YñÂÄZväyz›CÙŠz§bÅpZ&Æa�£gZ]‡ìKÔz{u@*u%ŠZ:�X
úgÂVÐZ¹pŠ�ÛZñÙZzgØCÙ6,4ÅpZéìX

Ù|#ÃèI¯ä»¿'×h+Zkz‰Ü�Zƒ@*ìZ#!*Š�á{»CÙ¿Z-Z˜q]~ik,
cM@*ìXŒV¡!*Š�á{ÆZ©xc*ZqwJ-„ZkÚø~7ŠAYDÔCÙZÐZŠ~ZzgZ½¦÷

ZÏMNW~Z[k0*@*ìXâèÅZkú~Ñgä!*Š�á{Æ¬6,à½~ƒäzZáIt#Ã

Šg`HìXt7ÈÜec�tZN[ÑgäHìXz{ËÇÅZ¤/LL?ÏóóÌ™gì�ÂZkÇ
»ZN[ÔÇÆ)b»OîÔ™ŠZgzVÆÎWZzg1%»çZzgZyÆZqwzZdwÅ̈¾T

ÑgÆLÅgóäÅìXZkatL?ÏóÔZyÅY\aƒñìXËL|óÃªCÙ7™g„É
Åc*ŠÇgìXZ# (Modern) ZÐy™g„ìX!*Š�á{ÆZ©â]6,Yg~cz*].h+Ç

ßÍVÅMgZÌÓä¿ÐZW,g�ZzgZk6,ZW,Z0+ZiƒC�XtLêóÆ“W»¿ì�ZgŠz
~ZÞ,œ~~úc*Vîg6,ßg]5+k,ƒZXZkfs~Z¶gZ]zg‚b~Zç5]6,ƒä
zZà�êÅú~Zë�XZ#CÙL¸òóZzgLZëóZ6,pZ0+{)',xÆÚø~**pZ0+{Ì(

êgZñŠîìXZÐKZzgZLZŠgZu»z¯äÅÃÒ™CìXZKçVÆfg)Ó#Ö
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(Ç~ Pre-Modern ÑgäZk].h+u¤/òÃI].h+) ))))8888(((( 6,ZW,Z0+ZiƒäÅÃÒ™CìX
Š3c*ìXŒVâèÅyLW`óÆWNW~ƒðìXf!*iZgÅyÆjZáÐ‰„�á{˜V
Z´y™@*ìÔà½~crYCì�ZkÐè<ØÃÃðç{Â7XZkc~%œ/è<Ø„
gLì�!*Š�á{ÆËZŠZxÐZkÅÜszgi~Â7ƒg„XZ¤/!*Š�á{ËZ%~fÐZgZñ
g‚rìÂZÐtg{Šc*Y@*ì�z{ZKgZñÐg�q™}@*�LLf~̧‘óó:7,}XZ[LfóÅ5

wZ½CìXè<ØÆjZáÐZyÅw**êÅŠ3ðˆìXZyÅ̈Ã„Ðè<ØŒÛZg
Šc*ŠHìXZyÆŠgxy̧ºÐLLÑqÑp~gêóó7,ä»Z0+6ìXZkfs~tŠ?Ì
Zq-L5™r#ó7™D��LLZ°òÑè<Ø!óóª¬xMŠò»Ãðè<Ø7ƒ@*XZ¤/úZxè<ØG

c*Zk6,¿™**eT�Âz{fÆZ`�Xz{fÅcz~6,6g�X5Z´y™@*ì�tLL}»Zßà
))))9999(((( XìXóó
Ù|#‚i~~ÑgÅz{ÃlÌ�áï�X~ZL™ŠZgÅy~z{{m¤/z{Å

´áVZzgZqwÃÒ#/õ EG~Šg`™D�Xt**zwógÆ/ÅgZzgßZ$+h+6,ƒ@*ì�z{™ŠZgÆ¾

gcÃúc*V™@*ìXZkK~z{™ŠZgÅy™DƒñZkÅ¬ŠZ]ÔábÔÌ]»Zq-ZN[
7™@*ìZzgZkÆZdwÅ̈Ì™@*ìXÑgä!*Š�á{Zzg�ŠzâVÅy~Zzg!*ÂVÆ´z{
„ŠZ]»Sàìwg3ìX!*Š�á{Zzg�ŠzâVúiÆ0*ÈŠ3ñ‰�XLðÃúiÐÃgrƒD

ªÒy!*Š�á{Æ!*g}ZzgŠzuZ�@*û̀ÆkãÐ1ŠHìX ))))00001111(((( „ó;L÷~0*vVz!VÅúió
~Ì%œ/è<ØÃ„Š3c*ŠHìX!*Š�á{c*�ÃðÌ (Concerns) „ŠZ]Æ´z{ZyÅ„q~

»x™D�c*êfe�ÂZyÆ&4øFG
I
LÃ¸!*]gSì�ZkÐè<ØÃHÃZ+{ƒÇc*}.ZéZ3

ZÐËvy»Z0+6Â7X
**zwÅŒÛZ]Z¤/ye$ÅgzÝ~™,ÂZy»zØV6,ÃYCìXÆfg)ÑgäZL

(6,FFìT~ Differentiation ™ŠZgzVÃZq-{mÙ|#Š~ìXt¿ZqÐi‚i~)
™ŠZgzVÅZÐZŠe$Â‡ìƒ„g„ìÔZyÆâÎœuS:]ÃÜ™ÆÑgä¤/z„Ù|#

ÃÌúc*VHìX-V™ŠZgÅZÐZŠe$ZíZtZzgZ·Zu6,‡ìƒg„ìXZíZtŠv¤/zƒVÐ
ZqÐiúc*V™äÆaZzgZ·ZuÆfg)ZL¤/z{ÆqïZ�ÛZŠÆŠgxyëW°»ZˆkaZ
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Ù|#Z¸gäÆaZ¹Zi%zV~„HŠHìZzgZyÆZqwÔìÑ]Zzg§¯ZˆkÆ

Òy~ÜsZySàbCÙÃ(Š~ˆì�Zk¤/z„Ù|#Åy~çzy�X

jjjjZZZZÙÙÙÙzzzzjjjjZZZZ!!!!YYYY]]]]
1. Jean E. Rosenfeld, ed., Terrorism, Identity and Legitimacy: The four Waves

Theory and Political Violance (London & New York: Routledge, 2011),

p168-9.( )Ù|#Åy~ƒÆaZkÂ[ÐæŠà̂ì
ZzŠ|Å%ŠxÑg~g7g^)9681Y(~M!*Š~ÆZ0+gZ`ZzgZÐZi%zV~„™äÆatŠgz 2X

: È~Z(gÅˆ
-g8-g.ðÔ£ò|ð Xi

›âVÅZdfZ' Xii

›y)ZdyzfZÂVÐZsxJw™äzZá( Xiii

›âVÅ¬fZ' Xiv

yzîVÅZdfZ' Xv

yzîVÅ²fZ' Xvi

Yi Xvii

Xög~ viii

ºt Xix

Charles J. Williams, (Compilor), Census of Oudh, Vol.1, General Report 

(Lucknow: Oudh Government Press, 1869), p32-5.

ZkŠgzÈ~~Z�ÛZŠÃèIZzg#Šz(,~ãCŠzV6,Zi%zV~„HŠHìX¸i%}ÑgÆ**zw
~ÌX�XZyÆŒVßvc*è<ØÅ¯6,TäYD�c*±ÆZ±gÐX
†Z>ÑgÔLLf!*iZgóóÔŠw¢Zi6,öÔ~Ô5291YÔm6X 3X

LLf!*iZgóóþ:@*gõÅèIy



4. For Details Please See: M. Ather Ali; "The Punjab between the Thirteenth

and Fifteenth Centuries" in Mughal India: Studies in Polity, Ideas, Society

and Culture (New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2006), p49-55.

5. Cf. David Gilmartin and Bruce B. Lawrence, eds. Beyond Turk and Hindu:

Rethinking Religious Identities in Islamicate South Asia (Gainesville:

University Press of Florida, 2000)

6X - †Z>ÑgÔLLf!*iZgóóÔm7 6X
›ZÑZsÅpZ&Ãy6,„½qÝ™**ecÔZkÅVw2+k,Z£Æ**zw%Z>Z²zk)9681Y(~ 7X
Q„˜VZû~ZÑZsiZŠ-VÆay6,æg4ÅrìX¼Z+„¦k,ZYU**Šg˜V)4981Y(
~ÃWCìTÅ%œ/~™ŠZgyÅegŠ-Zg~ÆZ0+g½qÝ™CìZzgîÅZÑZsiZŠ-VÃy6,
7,JCìX
ÑgZzgZyÆg‚áŠw¢Zi~ZàzZáIt#ZzgÑgÅ’k,zVÆfg)“WzZàLZsòêóÅ 8X

: úÆK~Š&ÀŸ/õ GG
Christopher Ryan Perkins, "Partitioning History: The Creation of an Islamic

Publik in late Colonial India, C. 1880-1920" (PhD Diss., University of

Pennsylvania, 2011).

: Å-g\~úÆa5±ƒ (Public Sphere) úZò!3‹§õ EG

Jurgen Habermas, The Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere: An

Inquiry into a Category of Bourgeois Society, Trans., Thomas Burger &

Frederick Lawrence (London: Polity Press, 1989)

72X - †Z>ÑgÔLLf!*iZgóóÔm8 9X
ZsÔm51Ô31X 01X
t!*]Šw8o-ö FFÅqïì�ZEg-Vä%æELxÅ@*gõÆZLÐâIZŠzZgÃÂèI)yzŠzgÔ› 11X

CÙ¯!/õGÅ ___ Šzg(ãCŠzV6,yHì@*ëZLŠzgÃ̧ò)',¤â~(Ù|#Š~ìX-Vt¯ð
ZL„¯ñƒñZßßVÐÅsƒ@*ìX ___ §b

152

03ÔŠc6102Y D ̀9Wsg^a)QgŠz(Ñg{


