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Abstract:

This essay is an attempt to highlight Iqbal's concept of

democracy. Iqbal has derived his democratic ideal from the

teaching of Islam. He is of the view that "The Essence of

Tauhid, as a working idea, is equality, solidarity, and

freedom. The state, from the Islamic standpoint, is an

endeavour to transform these ideal principles into space-time

forces, an aspiration to realize Tuahid is the fountainhead of

the Islamic concept of democracy as formulated by Allama

Muhammad Iqbal. Allama Iqbal's philosophical writings as

well as his poetic compositions on the subject is my main

source of inspiration in this study.

MwZ&+c*›>Æ(ÏPÃgxÐ].h+(ÏÃc*]ÅgzÝ~ªÄ0*Îy»
_c)1(™äÐZR‚w¸ZDwä/ge$ÃZsx»Và(ÏÂxŒÛZgŠc*åXLLZsx»
MàsZÜ¹Zzg(ÏÂxóóÆÄZyÐZLîsZôm,~*y~ZDwäåZK̈ã)zZ]6,FF

/ge$ÃZsx»Và(ÏÂxŒÛZgŠc*åXZ,Vä(,~DÆ‚BŠúòHåā:
"There is no aristocracy in Islam. "The noblest among you," says

the Prophet, "are those who fear God Most." There is no
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privileged class, no priesthood, no caste system. Now, this

principle of the equality of all believers made early Musalmans

the greatest political power in the world. Islam worked as a

levelling force; it gave the individual a sense of his inward

power; it elevated those who were socially low. The elevation of

the down-trodden was the chief secret of the Muslim political

power in India."(2)
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YUzZáçÑ}~åZzgËs/ge$ÆÎZZzgÃð(ÏÂx:Â%ŠZgƒYìZzg:„1M
YìXTiâä~ZDwäŠg`!*ÑìÑ]»ZÖgHåÐQÏiâä~ZrVäZL

−�Ûâð¶X Divine Right to Rule ~Zq-¿’k,>Zy Stray Reflections

Sy•gZ‹¡¾æ
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LZDw~Qk}.Zð8þLxZãÃ̃[zZíZ6,FFIZc*ŠHìTÅ¥zÐiâUYq~
ñgzO÷:',hŒÛZgŠ~¶̂XZDwÆìw~{0+Zã÷:»¦g!*Š÷áƒVÅƒµZMZg
äÀŠc*å:ā}.Zz&åEL™*äXZKSk’k,ÆM¸i~ZDw7åENZð8þLxZãÆ${ð

G
OgÃŠg`fs

Z+ÑwÆ‚B)ZsòŒÛZgŠï÷:
"The theory of divine right of kings is as old as the institution of

kingship itself. As logical corollaries from this follow two other

most important principles.  Firstly,  the king,  being a

representative of God on earth, is free from all responsibility to

his people. His word is law and he may to whatever his sweet

will may dictate without being called to account for it. Secondly,

kingship must descend into the same family which is considered
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sacred."(3)

}.Zð8þLxZãÆ¦gÆŠg•!*Ñ¬gsÆẐDwSkÅÔ~M8gåÆ§Ó̄#ÖÅ
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™D÷XẐiZV…ZÏZ0+Z¯„zÃÅZg»ðßg]Zsò„Å5úÆñçq6,QyÆ
h]~Ì»g�ÛâÃMCìXLLZsò×ÅgzbóóÆñçq6,ZDwZLZg÷áŠZ]ÆM¸i~oÒ
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CD÷āz{ZK̈ãZp]z)zZ]Å&45é ENEGŠ6,ZK̈ãMiZŠ~Å6,zglZzg¼Z“»�Û9uZ�xŠ}X
Oç:

"The essence of Tauhid, as a working idea, is equality,

solidarity, and freedom. The state, from the Islamic standpoint,

is an endeavour to transform these ideal principles into

space-time forces, an aspiration to realize them in a definite

human organization."(4)

ŒÛÈZÍwÆ›âVäÂ©6,4ÅZÏZ‚k6,Zq-6×ÅãCŠgÄŠ~¶XZLZÏ\
ÆM¸i~ZDw…Sk6ZK̈ã×Æ„~ø»]ZzgiZW,Z]Ð-V”gs™ZD÷:

"The new culture finds the foundation of world-unity  in the

principle of Tauhid. Islam, as a polity, is only a practical means

of making this principle a living factor in the intellectual and

emotional life of mankind. It demands loyalty to God, not to

thrones. And since God is the ultimate spiritual basis of all life,

loyalty to God virtually amounts to man's loyalty to his own ideal

nature. The ultimate spiritual basis of all life, as conceived by

Islam, is eternal and reveals itself in variety and change. A

society based on such a conception of Reality must reconcile, in
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its life, the categories of permanence and change."(5)
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Q^÷~™*Æ¾'VÃ›Šz
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