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Abstract:
Formal criticism proposed that a work of literary art should be
regarded as autonomous and should not be judged by reference to
considerations beyond itself. The article places special emphasis on
the formal elements of the literary text as well as methodology of
formal criticism. The article also attempts to point out the limitations

of formalist approach.
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"All critical theories have same notion of structure: the
developing unity of work. But, according to what characteristics
are emphasized as providing that unity, the terms will vary:
pattern, plot, story, form, argument, language, rhetoric, paradox,
metaphor, myth."(1)
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"The only useful generalizations about poetic structure are the
broad ones that the every element in a well structured poem
should have an identifiable function, and that the poem itself
should build to a unified effect or serries of effects."(2)
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