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Abstract:

The present study is concerned with the methodological
and philosophical problems in the documentation of history of
literature. It aims to distinguish between historiography and
historical developmental approach. Historiography is a
systematic record of different events and here historian is more
interested in the past for the sake of past, where as in the
historical developmental approach past is interpreted in the
light of present or future. It also takes into accoutn the social,
economic and political conditions of an era and how it is

affecting the present.
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"This past is certainly distinct from all others in
terms of its character and of the procedure in which it may

be assembled and it has perhaps an obvious claim to be

recognized as a uniquely "historical past.“(')
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"A nation's literature is not a miscellaneous

collection of books which happen to have been written in

the same tongue or within a certain geographical area. It is

the progressive revelation, age by age, of such nation's

mind and character.“(r)
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