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Abstract:

This paper presents an argument about why  modern trends of literary

criticism have not taken roots in Urdu. It begins by highlighting the fact that

the subject of  Linguistics and premises of Modern Philosophy have not been

properly  introduced in Urdu. Therefore the  modern trends of criticism

developed in these disciplines have not found a way in the mainstream of

Urdu literary or critical traditions. Hence even though the new criticism in Urdu

is loaded with the names of De Saussure, Levi Strauss, Roland Barthes,

Jonathan Culler, Derrida, Lacan, Terry Eagelton  etc., the ideas of modern

critical theory have neither been properly understood, nor propagated and

absorbed in Urdu. Also these names have been used by modern Urdu critics

merely to project and promote their own narrow  ideologues. The effort to

popularise their views has not succeeded merely because it has not been

seriously made at all. Consequently, any reference to these  theories

appears to be merely a cheap trick to win attention or  superficial at beast. 
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They offer  the shamelessly modest

assertion that they do not understand. This

eliminates even opposition, their last

negative relationship with truth.
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Å!*]™@*ìÂQgŠzZŠ[»¬x (Signifire / Signified) c*ŠZwZzgæßw (Langue & Parole)

)PczŸ]( ].h+QgŠzWZzg].h+f!W



‡g~ZW»DgƒY@*ìX
ic*Š{F,].h+**Š+Šgh+ZÔÑ»VÔ¯ÃÔc*Q].h+WÆa:©½™äzZáfYC~ 2X

7Zkz){ZŠ[ÅOñŠvExÆWŠò÷ZzgZyÆIt#�].h+W»:©c*Úø¶÷Ô
ic*Š{F,,Ðmgnp÷Xøg};V¬xWŠòÂíHZi{á™xyDÌ�ÆJc*:
It#ÐÑD÷X,Zq-DÆîg6,øg}(»[Zzg‘:Îaøg~i0+7VÐ�gZq-
„Æ{g`ƒ_ìXf[~�ÃZq-*yÆîg6,jwÅR6,»[»z¯äÅ!*]Å
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(Langue & ~Î±gÆÑ8-Zzgczw (The Linguistic Basis of Structuralism)

ÆÃt (Performance) ZzgLL»g™ŠÏóó (Competence) ÅOña‹ÆLLZqóó Parole)
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~§ŠZzg•³»ģaZƒ@*Š3ðŠêìX‚(]ZzggŠúZq-Šzu}ÐZgD**]
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‚÷~ZygD**]»**xZk§b©8ì‰z{Zq-„ÂÆáZŠÃ]Òy™g;ƒXZq-„**ŠÆ
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ÑÅg~îg6,ZkZ%»Z‹Zs-VHì:

LL‚(]Zzg:‚(]6,Ã~It#ic*Š{ƒD÷Ô
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»‡bƒVX®ZË Synthetic Criticism ZâZYW

ðÃ{µ‚(CjZáÐŠÚÆOñZÐ�g
ðZÌŠêƒVZzgZkÅ§s7Šò™Dƒñ

Z¤/‚(CjZáÅ¢zg]7,}ÂZÐÌ',zñ»gá
W@*ƒVX÷}4,Šq-;CÔâgËÔWgÅN*"5ÿ JFÔZ|ÒCÔ
Z‚:~Ô‚(Cc*ŠvËjZáÅÔpŠðÅ§s

ÐƒÂ!*]¶ÏXzg:Åg~îg6,Ë{me»ÅæŠ
Ðð»Y,̂{¢8W~Z¬ÃözŠ™Š}ÇXóó)12(

ZyW~gD**]Å=ôZzgÂ±6,FFp}ZzgÃÂÒ]Ð‚tWNpiBZ:¹ 9X

WÆ%ä¹„Á‚tWñX�ŠzegVBQÌ÷Ô}eZËÍ8P**g8-ÔàZz�Ô

**Ü„k.Zzg¦¬%¢Æp}ÔÂt‡g~Æ‚tÃð*Šg[zZ7™DXVwÆîg6,
**g8-™r#»*yLL;Ãù:7,³óóË5ù]Z�ÛziŠ*~áYäÐ‡ÜgLìXZk

ÅŒÛP]ÆÃ̂ðZ(*zjy‚t7W@*�ZkÐ¬;6,èˆW~ñ�Š:ƒX¸qwŠv
Z:¹%âV»ìX

QgŠz~].h+W~Ãc*]Æ÷ág±Åic*Š{®ZŠF,¹IZŠ[Zzg].h+e$Å’q-Ã**I 01X
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÷XZk (New Left) ™CìZ#āf[~ZyW~gD**]Ð0ic*Š{F,ßv6(g~
§ŠÅzzÐÌ].h+QgŠzÆZy**Š+Æa)baZƒD÷XZyÅ™~7W@*āz{¯ÃÔ
Z$ºÓ4è GHEÔZi+zgeGZzgâxa‹Æ!*g}~Áf6̃]Ã‚tgÄ™ZyÆÃc*]ÅÑb™,X

ZyÃc*]äF,¹I~Zzg].h+e$ÅqïWÃW~©**óÐUäÅÃÒÅÂZy 11X

’rVÆúÒ{**Š+Å§sÐÌZyÃ~It#Ã'×ZØ»‚o™**7,ZX·Œj~äèI
§¯ZˆkZzg{m™âẐÅŒ43›é EG]6,iŠ7,äÅzzÐZyÃc*]ÃgŠHZ#ājQ~ÔzZg_E~
ZzgZ£läZ¬ZðgztZ(g™DƒñYgq:Z|[~ZÐ‚%Z`Å‚ilŒÛZgŠc*X
eZË·ZœjÔeZË·FZzgeZË·ŒF,¹Igz-VÆqï**Š+÷XQrVäxZ0+Zi

~ZyÃc*]ÅÑb™DƒñZ7ZEgÅZ+pZéŒÛZgŠc*�f‚ZK̈ã6,ŒZzgâW!*Šc*CÂx
Å5ªVÃ”gs™ZäÅpZ;VìXf!ZEgZyÃ~It#ÃZCÑ7gZ™äÅ{§Zq-
fg)Æîg6,ZEw™**eLìX·Œj~ÔZ£lZzgeZË·ZœjÆZ½‚]5yƒV:

LL˜VJ-i!*yÙÏ»mìÂWŠòZkÅazVÃÈw™
�',¤6ÅxZmLMZzgzc***Æ‰„~k„÷Ô
ÜsZLW\Ãç}~eZwYìZzgZyŠzâVk"ìGEL
„Å¸‹øāZyÆZk%Zt~—¶āË:Ë§b
âẐÅŒ43›é EG]ÆZkyÃ{g`™Šc*YñX÷~™~7
W@*āZq-ZAòÂ[ÃÔ�gZq-ZAòÂ[ÆËy

Æizg6,ZknÅ!*i6,Ïc*)»@s¯c*YYìXóó
)22(

LL;VëtIeT÷ā¶K*]Zzg‚(]ëp

Z˜²7÷X'×h+tā!*gBÔŠgh+ZZhvä0691Y
ÆWk0*kÎ§Ã·:¯™2ZkÅã~Z˜jV}

Ñ8-Ô0*gzwÔpúZzg¦gpÅØOScVÅæŠÐ�
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ê4ÎNZzgQT§b¶K*]ÆâCÙÎ§ÃÓx
�YEx»‚bŠZVŒÛZgŠc*ZkÆúZq-ZëZzg
pŠ¾Ÿ:ÑÌ»g�ÛâåXóó)32(
LLZ7šw;]Zzg—*]äuŠkB~öƒñ

ZK̈âVÆaZq-Z(è<Ø»gHì�Z7qzVÅ
]43ï IGJG~Z{™pŠqzVÐZµê™ŠêìXóó)42(

ŒVZkZ%Å¶K0+„™**ŠpÐ{à:ƒÇāZkÐ̃zßg]qw»‚o‚(]Æ
W~Š{îyÃpŠf[~Ì™**7,ZX0891Y~‰`-Eg;äZôm,~ÆZq-Q*ŠÃÞå“
Ã5i#Ö~ÂWŠ¶ÐZkaZïg™Šc*āz{D+göZŠ[~‚(]ÆÃ›×Ã̄EŠê
åXZk6,‚(CÕŠzVäZî`HXZkzZî6,LLN*Zßk,~_5Ð.3ï FEHóóäZq-{m�ïÑT~
åIÆzZîÃÒy™äÆ‚B‚(]6,ZdnÆ¬g°p}Ì÷áùƒñX¹Y@*ì
āÃÞåIÃâgšxÐÌdŠp¶XQk6,�ÛZú®Ñ»V»ic*Š{ZW,å�âgšxÅ;C
»̈âCÙåXZk6,âg¾Æ‚B‚B�ÛZ[+ÆZW,Z]Ìúc*V¸X

f[~Zy].h+It#äic*Š{F,-Eg-V~�Ûzr0*c*XZyÃc*]Æ;î~Z%O 21X

Zzg�ÛZú-Eg-VZzgZyÐ0ŠZ›gzV»™ŠZgVàg;ìXøg};V½6,ÓäŒZzggc*4

ºäWiZŠ„Zzggz×ìàÃaZ„7ƒäŠc*XÃ›0*ÎyÔZsxZzg0*Î+MÅÐz¾d$

Â±™äzZá„~Z#kZzg·Šâr**x.ŠŠZ›gzVä�øg~-Eg-VÆZ‡VÐ
Ý¸ZyZŠZgzVÃó%Zœ/¯äÅOñŸŠÔãCŠ6,4ZzgÝâ:f†»y¯Šc*ìXZ,~
].h+„~gz-VZzgW~gD**]6,̈gz„Zzgïøg~-Eg-V»{ā70mXZ#øg~ZÒ

-Eg-VÆ%;ñQgŠzÆ»!*]ÆŠgzZi}œÔË~Ô;ZzggZ”6,È÷Âz;VÎ±gÔ
C~7ZkÔjZuŠgh+ZÔÑ»VÔ̄ÃÔ�ÛZ4,¢54è

E
GEEÔZi+zgeGÔâxa‹Zzgƒò¸¸¾§b!*g0*Mh÷X

øg~-Eg-V~Ë„~Úøc*ZŠ!)1CÆjZáÐZŠ[Å6,ÄÅOñr#ZßmZzg¼Zg~
ÆÚø~ZŠ[ZzgZŠd$Åë»êHY@*ìXçÑzV6,Z,',}z‰ÜWc*„™D÷Z#
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ÕŠW™ÅOñ:ò‚i~»W‚y»xZLf)á©8ìXt„CÙZå,œ~ìpZ¤/ë̈g

™,Â…CkƒÇāøg~‚²V~Yg~„~wFÎ',k6,Z**ìX…W`ÌZq-LL*ióóZzg
LLógóóÅ¢zg]ìX

ZyZò[zø»]Å¯Y6,].h+f!W~gzbZKÃðR1…3¨éGGúŠ¶~»x[7
ƒnXeZËÍ8P**g8-äZKÂ[LL‚(]:‚(]Zzgæ¹Äc*]óóÃ5W~1…3¨éGG

ŒÛZgŠïƒñ¹ìāqàÆlóÆÇZq-Î‚w5̂¹g~ZKW~1…3¨éGG7™g„ì
pßg]qw-VìāÎ‚w¬»Z®s@qà̄ZzhñZCLLl)Äz÷á²~óóQVñZL
2¤Ã—ZÆŠÙƒñ;Åi!*ãWÅñ�Š{ßg]qw6,-Vû{™g;ì:

ë™ÔÃyÐ�Û;Š¸p
Z[à~¾}Ãðë‚Ì¹Vì

jZ!Y]:
nœjÔçÜZ:ZŠ!Ãc*]XZq-²í_·Ỗ!Î¸]ÔCgÔ«Â[Ôm1991YÔ 1X

m893X

Í8P**g8-ÔeZËÔŠâpÔ‚(]:‚(]Zzgæ¹Äc*]ÔÑƒgÔ÷éXÅÔ 2X

3991YÔm31D41X

jZuŠgh+ZXZq-WÔF,À‡è„ZÑsxỖ!Šgc*ÄÔ™ZcÔ�Ûzg~2991YÔm52X 3X

ZOg@ÔÂ[q¢Ô'¸T$Ỗ!k?™ZcÔÑg{6Ôm082X 4X

ÒZ£Ôñ�Š{Ç~Exšº)ÅZÌỖ!Šgµšº)ÔF,¹QgŠzçgzÔŠ‹Ô9891YÔŠzuZ 5X

Zi+cÔm871X

Ãgz¹ÔÒZ°×yÔ:â“:ÄÔ)ÄZzg�Ỗ!k?™ZcÔÑg{3Ôm261X 6X

¡Z¦Ô¬gszF,ÀÔ‚ŒÛWyZzg¡Òiªî EE0].h+Zi·Œj~ÔçÜÔÑƒgÔÑg{2Ôm956X 7X
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¡Z¦ÔWÅWiZŠ~ÔŠ*zm,ÔÑƒgÔÍ0+ZgŠÔm533X 8X

·Œj~Ô].h+e$ÔWƒ§]ÔgZzf~Ô9791YÔm78X 9X

¡Z¦ÔfZ!‚—Ôm533X 01X

eZËzik,W¸ÔŠ.ZkŠgzZi}6,Ô„„zìwÔÑƒgÔ3991YÔm751X 11X

Ãgz¹ÔÒZ°ÝÔfZ!‚—Ôm761X 21X

nœjÔfZ!‚—Ôk814X 31X

eZËÍ8P**g8-ÔfZ!‚—Ôm402X 41X

eZËPZvÔZŠ!Z˜q]ÅzŸ‚�Û}ÔQgŠz>ÔŠ‹5991YÔm185X 51X

eZË÷ág[gŠzß~ÔWiZŠ~ÆˆŠ‹~QgŠzWÔQgŠzZ»ŠòÔŠ‹Ô1991YÔm401X 61X

»–
aÔjZuŠgh+ZÔg›‚(]ZzgçÜQgŠzWÔ),·ó£!',ZñZ*…QgŠzÔ 71X

·YZ−+i™c*-Eg;MyX
;Z£;ÔZ’Z×ÔŠ̂ïGLïỖ!̄;ñzÃÔZ�åò;îkÔŠ‹Ô4991YÔm301X 81X

-÷{yZi+zzLÔ].h+ZŠ!Zzg—ã’¹Ô™¬XÅÑƒgÔ3002YÔm61X 91X

gîs*i~Ôâˆ].h+e$Ô@*gõzWÔIW}âÔ™ZcÔ302Ôm001D011X 02X

eZËzik,W¸ÔZq-̃âÐZ½kỖ!Î¸]CgÔ«Â[Ôm1991YÔm801X 12X

·Œj~Ô‚ŒÛWyZzg¡Òiªî EE0].h+Ô:¬gszF,ÀÔ¡Z¦ÔçÜÔÑƒgÔÑg{2Ôm566X 22X

jQ~ÔfZ!ZŠZgtú™ZcÔÑg{63@*93Ôm81X 32X

eZË·ZœjÔ¶K**]ÔZŠZgï“¸çLâÔ™ZcÔ1891YÔm911X 42X
52 Raman Selden, A Reader's guide to Contemporary Literary Theory,

The Harvester Press, Sussex, 1985, P.1,2.
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