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Abstract:

Shaukat Siddiqui, a great Urdu writer, is often compared to Charles Dickens
in his depiction of social reality. Hence in this paper, a comparison of Shaukat
Siddiqui nad Charles Dickens is undertaken. The comparison aims at
showing not only the similaries in the portrayal of social inequalities, but also
the differences not previously recognised at all. The major difference that has
been presented in this study of the two writers is that Charles Dickens was
optimistic and hopeful whereas Shaukat Siddqui's outlook is pervaded by
apessimism.
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Ivor Brown "Dickens in His Time," P.1, -1
Thomas Nelson and Sons Ltd, 1965.
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Charles Dickens "The Mystery of Edwin Drood", -2
Oxford University Press, 1982.
Cliff's Notes, Dickens Pickwick Papers Notes, P.6, =3

C.K. Hillegass U.S.A 1970.
"Dickens was taken out of school and set to menial jobs about the
household. In time, to help augment the family income, Dickens was given a job
in a blacking factory among course companions."
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Humphry House, "The Dickens World", P.10, -8
Oxford University Press, 1971.
"The great novelist, like others of his time, was a reformer. His stories,

whether sad or humorous, often served as a protest against the abuses of the
social and political life of has time."
Ibid, P.10. -9
"Dickens history is inseparable from Dickens reformism .......... and even
accentuates an interest in Dickens's exposure of past abuses; self- congratulation
harmonizes only too easily with the christmas spirit. Debtors are no longer
jailed; money - lenders are more strictly supervised; and a parish boy who asks
for more can be sent to a clinic for analysis. Good are the old days were, the
new are in some ways better, and Dickens helped to make them so."
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A.E. Dyson (ed) "Dickens Modern Judgements," P.280, -12
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Macmillan and Co. Ltd. 1968.

"He understood it with unwavering hostility. Every book he produced
was not only a celebration of the true wealth of life, it was an attack on the
forces of cruelty and selfishness."

Sagaree Sengupta, Shaukat Siddiqi Pakistan's Venerable -13
Man of Letters, P.66, Persimmon Spring New York, 2001.

"Siddiqi is one of the few writers who have had the courage to describe

the realities of life in modern Pakistan."
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Stephen Wall (ed) "Charles Dickens," P.66, -16

Penguin Books, 1970.
"] have great faith in the poor; to the best of my ability. I always

endeavour to present them in a favourable light to the rich; and I shall never
cease, | hope untill I die, to advocate their being made as happy and as wise as
the circumstances of their conditions in its utmost improvement, will admit of
their becoming."

Philip Collins, "The Critical Heritage" P.502, -17

New York Barnes and Noble INC, 1971.

"He is a very great loss. He had a large loving mind and the strongest

sympathy with the poorer classes. He felt sure that a better feeling, and much
greater union of classes would take place in time. And I prey earnestly it may."
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