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Abstract

This research paper is about the origin and development of
comparative literature. In comparative literature the civilization s and cultures
of different nations are studied. Hence they become a source of mutual
exchange of art and knowledge across languages and cultures. This paper is
partly a study of pioneering works in the field of literature with reference to the
Orientalists in general, focusing in particular on Goethe’s comparison of
German and Chinese poerty. This study is introduced by surveying at first
comparative studies undertaken in various Western and Arabic universities
where comparative literature is recognized as an important branch of
Knowledge.
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Every critic should try and possess one great literature at least
besides his own, and the mowr unlike his own,the batter . (Yv)
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The ideal student of comparative literature...will need time

and patience; a conviction of where he is going ; a keen eye for

the local and particular ; the awareness of historical context; as

active belief that all literature is one and indevisable . Add to these

termerity and reserve; he must not claim too much or enunciate
too positively ; yet be ready for risk.(Y4)
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comparative studies of the works of the same language have been
quite common and popular for example Shakespear and Shaw
have often been compared as great dramatists of English
literature. In poetry, Wodsworth and Keats offer a fruitfull
comparative study.(¥)
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