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Abstract

Urdu short story established a strong creative relationship with
mythology in its early stages. Main short story writersof this era like Rashid Ul
Khairy,Prem Chand and Sajjad Haider Yildirum have used myths of various
cultures and civilizations as components and raw material in thier short
stories.This research article claims that Kharistan-o-Gulistan is the very first
Urdu short story that has a clear mythical stuff. In the last and third part of the
story we come across the myth of Zeus and Leda. The Swan is the symbol
of love and transformation in this story. The same symbols are found in
Indian Mythology, in the story of Nul and Damainty. Hence, this story by
Yildirim is linked with the mythologies of two different civilizations having
similar symbols.
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"All the fair young women gazed in wonder on the
Swans, admiring their graceful forms and their
plumage gleaming with gold, and eve long they
began to persue them among the trees. Then of a
suden the bird which Damayanati followed spoke to
her in human language.

"Damayanati Hear! The Noble King Nala
dewells in Nishadha. Comely is he as a god nor can
his equal be found in the world. Thou art the pearl of
women and he is the pride of men.

If thou wert wed to him, then would perfect
beauty and noble birth be united. Blessed in deed
would be the union of the peerless with the
peerless."(IA)
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