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Abstract::::

The coterie of progressive authors celebrates women short story

writers among whom Hajra Masroor is a notable contributor. In

her writings, she exhibits the emotions of women uniquely. In her

world of stories, woman is not a mythical image but enjoys a social

reality. Woman is exploited as a mistress and becomes a symbol of

a shackled society. This research article, in the perspective of

progressive school of thought, analyzes the female characters in

Hajra Masroor’s short stories.

Keywords::::
Short Story, Fiction, Progressive, Character, Feminism, Feminine

ZgŠz6~K̈ð™ŠZgzVÅ7¿ÆjZáÐŠ¬YñÂ2391Y~÷áùƒäzZá
èéU*"$ƒ@*ìXZkù´ÆZYâV~�YZOŠ~ZzgÒ)b LLZóg}óóÅZ÷á®)Zq-Zë÷

Æ´z{%Š|Z]ÅY+$ÐúgÂV6,ƒäzZáÕzƒÆÜsWzZiQVðˆXZóg}ÅZ÷á®)ä
@*C’q-Ã=Á¬x™ä~Zq-Zë™ŠZgZŠZH÷XZkŠzg~T›úg]ä¬ZkuÃÂhZZzg
gzZe$ÐŒz]™Æ¬KÃc*]ÃBƒño�)bÃgZZzgCZÔz{eZËgæ˜VìXMV

äZLZYâVäK̈ðÅgÅZq-5gZ{ûZgÅXz{šµZgŠzÅ«ZY:óg{Ây‰2Vä(,~
̀P]ÐçÑ}ÆZygpVÃ2gZ:Z0+Zi~7HqZ[J-1�{Ö™g3Y@*åXeZËgæ
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˜VäZLZYâV~Zq-Zz!ŠwzŠârgppzZàúg]Å¦k,ÉÅìXúgÂVÃeZËgæ˜VÆ
ÜZ#5i}Zzg*W�y5ÂZyÆ!�CÙÌUÑZzgZ,VäZk|Ã0*1āúg]¡gð
ñð7ìÉZkÆ0*kZq-!*Úf‚ZzgÅgÌìX

;̀{äzgÆ!ŠJg}Å%ŠF,¹IiZztÃÐY¦ìXTÆ�z{�`~0*ñYä
zZáQy§ŠZ]Å¶KyŠ„™C÷�øg}çÑ{ÅpŠ‚��YZŠZg~{]ñ�Š÷XQyÆð
™Š{™ŠZgic*Š{F,²Zã÷XZyÆ;V›çÑ}~…zZàúg]Å™[**ui0+ÏÆZiZz-VÅ
?ÏÂZF,ÐÅˆìXZyÆ;V�Y§ŠZ]Ôúg]ÅŠwWiZg~Ôh_ZzgZˆµøzò»!*)̄‘W
÷Xúg]f6zKãŸŠ',ŠZ“™CZzgl]=6ìXZk»™ŠZgŠZrŠZgHY@*ìXæ¹çÑ}
ä%ŠÅúg]Æ£«~KãZ±gÐ½ÃCÙjZáÐ',F,~~ps™Šc*ìX

ŠvùúVÅÚ;̀{äzgÅÂ[LL;ñZvóó~÷áïZYäZkâÎÆ÷āZy~
úg]Æ¦g»Zq-ZzgZ0+ZiÐŠÚÅ»x[[ÅìXZyZYâV~ÒgDyúc*VìXtgDy
çÑC:©~ZzgLçÙƒÅßg]~Z½™‚tW@*ìXZk~!*kxz{æñ�Š7ƒC�

úg]Zzg%ŠÆŠgxyË_.!*CģÃÀŠ¶»!*)̄ƒc*&GZzg›»**xŠc*YnX½ZyÆ;V
¬xîg6,ÈuÅßg]ÃWCììXtÈuKã»çVÐaZƒCìZzgLŸÅuuzVÐWÐ

7(,fXLLZyÆ;V½ÈuZzg½ZðÈu»£ŠxÌMìXZY:LLÈóóZÏnÆ£ŠxÅ(,~
»x[¦k,ìXZkZYä~iCÙ{»™ŠZgZq-Ÿ�Ûzlúg]»ìXZq-Í¿»Ã`6,Y™iCÙ{
Ðë_~ÅpZé™**Zzgb:ƒäÅ¯6,iCÙ{»ZÐ#}Ð!*CÙïÜZzgQk¿»iCÙ{Ãq~Ð
âg**Zk!*]ÅŠÑª™@*ìāÒÈuZzg½ZðÈu»t£Šx¾uJ-VŠHìXtz{Îaì�…Ë
Šzu}ð»gÆ;VÃ7WCXt;̀{»„Z³ZiìāZ,VäZkñçqÐ½7gZ»sHì:

LLZg}'tWc*'ÂiCÙ{!*YÐšbÃh~ÆC™äÎ'T6,iCÙ{!*Y
ZÐÃ`Ðï%'X'Zkä¼¹:‹»q~ïw™âgŠ~'ì

))))1111(((( ì'÷~Ç'"eg~Xóó
ZkZYäÅŒÛP]ÐZ0+Zi{ƒ@*ìāZ,VäiCÙ{!*YÆ™ŠZg~–qÌ]q-Y™Š~

÷XtZq-|ìāÈuZ#ZK̈yÃŠg0+ÏÅ2w6,Ñ™ghŠîìÂZk2w»Wy~uZÔ̀xÔŸŠ
ZzgOÆ)ZK̈ãgz-VÐY™ïY@*ìXZkZYä»ñçqÈuìXÈupZ{Òƒc*gzKÅƒ;
ZK̈yÃZ+(áYCì˜VÈÆÈZzgÒÈu~2WŠò;ŠzâV»gztZq-„Š3ðŠ¶4ìX
ŠzâVÆŠgxyñ�ŠÃAq-¤»ƒ™LLWŠòZzgÈóóZq-„½ÆŠz**x0YD÷XZ,ßÍVÆ
Šgxy9xZzg¤xZK̈yÒÖZð»gz\ŠJgfe÷XÒÖZðZyßÍVÅ´#Ö0Y@*ì�ZK̈âVÅ
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Â~)ZK̈ãgz-VÐ!z‰ÜpsiŠ{gT÷X
eZËZâZgZ£»Iì:

LLÈóóÆñçqÅ^ŠB3ïGGÐsÃZk~ŠzáZi~÷zV~¹ãÃZµZµ^
™DŠ3c*ŠHìÔZq-Š*~ÒÈuÐ"ŒÛZgƒ™Í¿îZ̀6,úWzg

ƒ@*ìZ#āŠzu}!3‹§õ
EG~ñN*ÖZðÈÆÆVÐp‚ÛŠ{ÌìZzg‚B„‚B

((((2222)))) Z7©àgØ]ŠêÌŠ3ðŠêìXóó
;̀{äzgäxVç~c*%Šúg]ÆW:~©]Æ´z{ÌŠzu}ZëZK̈ãg¤V»

uZrÎc*ìXOç6,Zã±Zzg5±»ģc*mÌÐ‚ìT~W:~÷~›gppÆ!*z�Š
ßvZq-Šzu}Ã7™MhXLL;ñZvóóÅ1hSŠZŠ~ZK7CÛÃYyÐic*Š{³m,gBbìÔpŠZŠ~
Å"z‰ÜÅgzuIuZkÆ9xZˆ‚]Ã8¤{Zzg®Wö¯ŠîìZzgŠZŠ~ÆIZiz‰Ü
Z0+8ŠkŠHg{‚!ÛÅ9èÃ',~§bêzb™Šï÷Xz{¡ŠZŠ~ÆÃ•ÍÍ™QkÆZ0+g

ÒZˆkZg¬la™ŠêìXz{ZkZˆkÐ¦[ƒCŠ3ðŠîìXŠZŠ~Æ!*g!*ggzuIuä
QÐ+˜ÆŒÛd$™Šc*åXöÆz‰Üz{ic*Š{ZoƒYCā}ŠZŠ~ÅÃ:Qk6,7,YñZzgz{ZL
ŠzøÃŠg„™g:

LLZš/
(ā./õ
E

E1'óóZ,VäCÙZq-ÆJg6,ZiÐ̂4Š}Š}™IÑzqHp

W`‰„ZyÅZiÛÆJgÅ§s(,SÔz,„ÛÃŠZŠ~Å÷~÷~Ã,

ZLJg6,.ƒð¥xƒä'ZzgZkä!*Ç)ZgZŠ~îg6,ZLŒ~7,ZƒZ
ŠzÛJg6,é1X+˜ÅZiZ_ÅZ_g{ˆZzgz{ZkgKÏ±ÅÅZâ(,~Ï

((((3333)))) w•6,È9g{‰Xóó
ZYä~7WäzZáqÑ]zzZu]Åse$ZyZ�ÛZŠÐ‡ìƒYCì�¹ã~

™ŠZgzVÆgz\~‚tWD÷ZyZ�ÛZŠÅw»]zZi]ÔìÑ]zÃc*]ÅæŠÐZY:ógÆÒ6
ÐZ½™‚tWD÷X�™ŠZgZYä~Z½D÷z{øg}gzi%{i0+Ï~7WäzZáZ�ÛZŠÐ
x¹gnp÷XLL;ñZvóó»™ŠZgŠZŠ~Åð~Ì;̀{ä¸q7Ãg¿ìX

;̀{äÛÆ™ŠZgÃð™DƒñZq-!*]»{mìwg3ìā�ZyƒC¸VÆìÑ]
Ã7g~ZôoÆ‚BÒyHYñXZzgŠZŠ~Åz‰Ü"z‰ÜeZ.$e2$Ë`Ã¾§b¡~¯ŠîìX
YVāËqc*»xÐgz)Qk~F,(aZ™äÆ',Z',ìX¸¼ZkZYä~ƒZìāŠZŠ~Åñ
ÛÆaZq-5q¶�ZÐ+˜ÆŒÛd$á̂X

Ÿiè,—÷:
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LLxVç~c*%Šúg]ÆW:~©]Æ´z{Ì;̀{äzgäŠzu}Zë
ZK̈ãg¤V»uZrÎc*ìOç6,Zã±Zzg5±»ģ'tmÌÐ‚ì

T~W:~÷~›gppÆ!*z�ŠßvZq-Šzu}Ã7™MhXL;ñZvóó
Å1hSŠZŠ~ÔZK7CÛÃYyÐic*Š{³m,gBbìÔpŠZŠ~Å"z‰ÜÅgzu
IuZkÆ9xZˆ‚]Ã8¤{Zzg®Wö¯ŠîìXZzgŠZŠ~ÆIZiz‰Ü

((((4444)))) Z0+8ŠkŠHg{‚!ÛÅ9èÃ',~§bêzb™Šï÷Xóó
LLÈg»vƒóó~Ò»Z0+Zi¹«ZzgËuJ-®Ó43ïEGGÆŠgZ6,ÃW@*ìXZkjZáÐZq-

{Ø²ZãLZ½@*ìX;̀{äŒV6,úg]ÅZq-Zzg¦k,Š3äÅÃÒÅìX±Æ»ZK�ZyƒC
ÇÐ"*iƒ™ZK!h43ðGGV~QDgxÔZzg±Å»Zq-äñ±Æ~Šp¢8ZzgZq-gZ]Ze7-y
Ð!*CÙä3ƒñ!*\Åeg0*ðÐ̂™3™¤/**7g}y~ºZx',0*™ŠêìQZq-ŠxƒyzZßVÃt
ìwW**ā±ÅÃ.,~NŠc*YñX;̀{äzgäZkZYä~@*CÃ̀Ðúg]ÆŠgŠÃCk
HìZzgtCäÅÃÒÅìāZk�`~úg]Åw¡Zq-Î¡ÅìX

;̀{äzgÆZ’ZðŠzgÆZYâV~Z0+Z¯ÒVZzgñç¬]6,Ó,ðZzgF,¹I’q-
ÆZW,Z]ŠAYMh÷XSîLLlZrÅßóó6,6,*PÆLLóóóÆZW,Z]ÃWD÷Ôp6,*Pä
Zk¹ãÃTZ0+Zi~–z{ZK̈ãi0+Ï~Zq-pyÅ÷0™’YCìZ#ā;̀{Æ;Vt¹ã
ZY:ógÆZkZ0+ZiÃúc*V™CìTÆ�ZY:ógZyĝŠ-V~pŠ÷áï7�^gŠc*Vz{Zk¡

Æa‡g~ÐqÝ™**eLìÔT¡Åt¹ãìZkZYä~‰q,Z+÷�6,*PÆ
ZY:LLóóó~ñ�Š÷XVwÆîg6,:

LLZÌŠzuZ„‚wÂåā!*\äZfÅâVÃ!*ÇZ+qª~_6,7,}

Š¬åXAƒñƒ.$ÔQ~ƒð—sVXtŠN™z{OñgzäŠðä¦/zV

À}Æ¢~7,ŠHåX9zVÔ¢h-V6,7,ZƒZ¾d$úg]»"YyŸ'

ZÐŠ*Æ‡°}Æ®Z#óecåÔ¦/zV*åy6,ÐZF,ZƒZÀZ'eì

z{i0+Ï~Zq-²āÐY‰ÆZq-=ÍzZá0*YóÃF,4„g„ƒÔ1ZkÐ
((((5555)))) Hƒ@*ì?óó

;̀{äzgäZkZYä~úg]»™ŠZgZq-Z+±Å)Zf(Åßg]~Hì�Du
ZÒw{0+Zy~ƒäÅzzÐãCŠ~œ1]ÐøzxìX!*<mZ0+ƒ}~Z#Zk»ŠxQQìÂz{

¹&+JwƒYCìXZk»!*\Zq-ÒìTÆz‚b¹©à÷XZã©àāy~gzÝÆa
ic*Š{%ÌZEw7™äŠêXTÐÅËZeìX!*sy"eg~z{ÌZKâVÅ§b6ÀzV
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ÃF,4ÔŠzZðÃºG~YÎCìX
;̀{ÆZYâV~6ñç¬]‚tWñX~ùÅÈuZzg½ÅÈu÷áï÷XZgŠz

ZYä~½óg~»gDy�ÛZà+;]Æik,ZW,Wc*X
ZkjZáÐeZË¼iZâg»Iì:

LLF,¹I’q-Æik,ZW,‰ZY:ógzVä½Ãñçq¯™¹*VKX‰

ßÍVäZ+¹EV6,JZ‹ZnHZzgtZ²ZxÎc*āZy~²c*+MÔL̄MZzg

pÅ§s¹ic*Š{gÉ0*ðYCìTÐZŠ[z�`6,µZzg)¡q

ZW,Z]7,D÷XqÑèZ,ZY:ógzVä½ÃZK¹EV~7™ä»Ãtt
((((6666)))) Cc*āz{Zk§bi0+ÏÅZq-zZãZzg5¦k,7™**eT÷Xóó

;̀{ÆZYâV~}}Ò:©~%ŠÅƒ‹ÅZzgúg]Å¤èÅŠZ*yÌ‹ð
ŠîìXtZYä×»x!Ð‘‰÷XZknÆZYâV~Zy»ZY:LLŠ−wóóìXZk~uv

: »™ŠZgZÏnÆƒÅ´#Öì
LL'ð„ð�_ÐuZVc*Â‚tÈâÃWˆXz{e-hSÆŒÛd$ZL¶

A}ÃJgÐŠ1d9~¶XZ[Zk»ù{àÑáÅ§bgZâVÅ§sv
ŠHåZzgN*4Z0+ƒ}~ËƒCƒðyÅ§bƒg„‰X~äZ•ðp‚ÛŠ{
ƒ™Šz!*g{eŠg~ìÖ1Zzgí6,Zq-ÐÏªYˆX‰~W�y6,Ð

((((7777)))) Š‡Š~ˆƒVXóó
;]ÆgDyä;̀{äzgÃ™ŠZgÆeÑÅg~ÄÝZzgZkÅ¼gz-VÉZkÆn}

ÆÕ1VÃQ«™ZÐK»ñµ�ÛZëHXZkZ0+ZiÃÆ�ZY:»¥c{g`ÐŠZ4ÅY+$&×ŠHX
ZY:LLÃ_ZzgÃÅ~óóúg]Å6g~Ô"rÔ¾"$ZzgZâg]Æ�ÛtÅpzg]Zzg»x[?Ï

ìXZ»ÈuÆâg}',Zqwƒ**Zzg2»!*g!*gQkÅç~ÆŸÅ°=™**QÐ¹dåX™r#�
ŠzªÆÑÓ~ZKç~ŠzuzVÆaz�™ŠêìÔZq-pŠ¾n™ŠZgÅßg]~ÃW@*ìX

;̀{äZkZYä~ŠzúgÂVÅ¦k,ÉÅìÔZq-™r#Åç~ì�ËŠg�ÛÍìZzg
Zq-Îgz9ÐÁ6,7â„X™r#�CÙz‰Ü·[ZzgÑZ[Æº~æƒlgLìXZKç~Å¾ð6,

HÃZCh&ìXŠzu~úg]ZÅç~ì�™r#Åç~ÐFkHic*Š{pzg]ìX™r#Å
ç~Ð**gZnƒ™zZ:YDƒñ¿ÃZKç~7™**ZzgQk»ÜsZq-gzBçz£ŠbZÃ6Z™gÄ
ŠêìXQkÅªZãQkz‰ÜV~psƒCìZ#QkÅç~2Ð·[ÔgzKZzg0*õgz9á™
ZLm»CCìX;̀{äZYä»Z!x½7g!Z0+Zi~ÒyHìX
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LLYäÃyåwZxYŠ{āWc*Â(,}‘ÐÔ6,ÙAÐ�Zq-gzBñ]7,}Zk
6,'ZkÐÂZY2ÔTäÀÌ=·[gzKîðZzgW`ÌZz6,Ð0*õ
gz9Š�'óó
Z»qƒZuZq-òÐZJŠHXŠâr~Ãðq!*gzŠÅ§bÁÐVˆX
LL2!Â2ÐgzKhe¶̂XÂäZkÐgz9a?óóz{Zk§b†MhMh™
`c*‰ZkÅúg]äZk»Gâa1ƒXLL$+çl}ÅÔYV¶̂ZkÆ0*k

((((8888)))) 1wÔ¾}!*zZäN2̧c*ìX1wXóó
ZkZYäÆÚø~Š¬YñÂtzZãƒ@*ìāi!*yÅt!~»^ZzgZÖp»!Zzg¡Z0+Zi
Ó,ðÆZYâVÅS¤ìXz„g8-fgZæëÔ−Zzg}}5wZ0+Zi~;̀{ÆZYâV
ÅS¤ÌìXgDyÆZ±gÐÌ;̀{ÆZYäÓÆZYâVÐŠg}xËŒÛZgŠb
YMh÷XpŠzâV~úc*V�Ûtñ�ŠìXÓÆZ0+Z’̄k,~Œz]ìÔ]?ØìZzgZyeâV
ÃÂheZ%»Ygq:Z0+Zi�eäçÑ}ä**Z»°6,FFZy̧Z2Æ�¯gÇ¸T~ÒÒp
Ðúg]6,0*Èc*V%ŠÆ£«~}ic*Š{‰X;̀{ÆZYâV~Z0+ZiYgq:7Zzg:ZyÆL
~]?ØìXZq-Zzgúc*VZzgZë�Ût�ÓZzg;̀{ÆZYâVÆŠgxyñ�ŠìÔz{zÝ»
ìXÓÆZYäñç¬CzÝÆZ±gÐ;̀{ÆZYâV6,¯Egnp÷Zzg;̀{ÆZYâV
Æ£¨~ÓÆ;Vi0+Ï»Åg×÷ZìX

;̀{äzgÆùĹLag~|óóÆZYâV~úg]Æ™ŠZgÃ(,~pzgCÐðÆ‚‘
~eJÑŠHìXŒV6,ZyÆZYâ~™ŠZgzV»ÒÅgKãbCÙ{Ð¹WÐÀ_ÃW@*ìX;̀{
äúg]6,G‰bÝÃ¹úc*Vîg6,7HìXZrVäZLZYâV~Z,™ŠZgðG÷

ÎÃZ0+Zi7HYYXt™ŠZgZ,çÑ}ÅúÒÏ™D÷�çÑ{Šy/ŠyIÒYg;ìX
ZYä~�zZu]7WD÷z{Ë:Ë™ŠZgÆ–g}„7WD÷ZkaZYä~

™ŠZgóg~ÃZq-Zë£xqÝìX**zwógÃtœqƒCìā™ŠZg6,ZiZz-VÐgzÝeZàYn
ZzgZÐCÙgz\~Š¬YnpZYä»e:özŠƒ@*ìÔZknZY:óg™ŠZg»CÙgc77™Yz{

ËZq-iZzbÐgzÝeZw™Zk»ÃðZëUúc*V™@*ìXZY:LLuÍâVóó~Zq-¤xúg]»™ŠZg
7HŠHìX�ZKÕƒV»†˜.$ŠîìZzgYŠÅ2+gƒYCìX

LLCîÂ?_6,Zk§bpƒð9ÅÐ!*CÙ¾ñƒxy6,ZK—sVN*êƒñ
ƒ?XyÈÆ7ƒD̄gzÙð~e1™™¹ZzgJ,$6,izgŠ}™8

Â-V„Ä„"py»½6,’YD÷XZkay7˜gZ™D!¼Zzg
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Ôm464 ‰g]ÊŠ^Þ1Ún†c 5X
Ô)~:¾]XÅÔ5891Y(Ôm15 ]…�æ]ÊŠ^Þ1Ò^ißÏn‚pÚ_^ÖÃä ¼iZâgÔ 6X

Ôm384 ‰g]ÊŠ^Þ1Ún†c 7X
ZsÔm574 8X
ZsÔm384 9X
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