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Exploring Feminism in the light of
Simone de Beauvoir’s "The Second Sex"

ABSTRACT

This study explore the intricate layers of feminism by examining the work of
Simone de Beauvoir, “The Second Sex”. Being a foundational text in the feminist
philosophy, Simone de Beauvoir’s analysis offers profound insights into the
systematic structure of patriarchy and the social construction of gender. By
analyzing her arguments, this study seeks to highlight evolution of feminist
thoughts. The primary objective of this comparative analysis is identify and
contrast key feminist features as illuminated by Simone de Beauvoir. This paper
also seeks to recognize how Simone de Beauvoir’s ideas have influenced modern
feminist movement and how contemporary feminism has evolved. The research
employs a qualitative approach, focusing on textual analysis of “The Second Sex”
alongside a selection of contemporary feminist literature. The fining reveals that
many of Simone de Beauvoir’s concepts remains relevant and contemporary
feminist has expanded the approach of modern feminism by encompassing new
issues. This paper highlights the importance of Simone de Beauvoir, “The Second
Sex” in the making and the evolution of feminist discourse.
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"History has shown us that men have always
kept in their hands all concrete powers; since
the earliest days of the patriarchate. They have
thought best to keep woman in a state of
dependence; their codes of law have been set up
against her; and thus she has been definitely
established as the Other. This arrangement
suited the economic interests of the males; but
it conformed also to their ontological and moral
pretensions. Once the subject seeks to assert
himself, the Other, who limits and denies him,
is none the less a necessity to him: he attains
himself only through that reality which he is
not, which is something other than him-self.
That 1s why man's life is never abundance and
quietude; it 1s dearth and activity, it is struggle.
Before him, man encounters Nature; he has
some hold upon her, he endeavors to mold her
to his desire.”(1)
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"Simone de Beauvoir’s The Second Sex (1949)
is one of the most famous and influential books
of the twentieth century. It had a profound
influence on the development of twentieth-
century feminism, providing a key theoret- ical
tool in the elaboration of the concept of the
social construction of gender and offering a
model of feminist enquiry for the theorists,
literary  critics, historians, philosophers,
theologians and critics of scientific dis- course
who developed the new fields of study which
her multidisciplinary essay opened up.
Beauvoir’s radical attack on the social
institutions of motherhood and the family
together with her frank discussion of female
sexuality led to a public furor on the book’s
publication in France, a bare five years after De
Gaulle at last conceded the right to vote to
French women in 1944."(2)
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“But first we must ask: what is a woman? ‘Tota
mulier in utero’ says one, “woman is a
womb.”(3)
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“The female is female by virtue of a certain lack
of qualities, 'said Aristotle; we should regard

the female nature as afflicted with a natural

defectiveness.”(4)
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“Thus humanity is male and man defines
women not in herself but as relative to him: she

is not regarded as autonomous being.”(5)
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“Blessed be God..that He did not make me a
woman , say the Jew in the morning prayers,
while their wives pray on a note of resignation:
Blessed be the Lord ,Who created me according
to His will.”(6)
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“Thank God , Who had created me free, not

enslaved; the second ,a man , not a woman.”(7)
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“But the man could not enjoy this privilege

fully unless they believed it to be founded on

the absolute and the eternal; they sought to

make the fact of their supremacy into right.

Being men, those who have made and compile

the laws have favored their own sex, and jurists

have elevated these laws into principals.”(8)

&)

£ Published by:
£ 4590y %

@@5 Department of Urdu
% < 43

A\ e

]
Bahauddin Zakariya University, Multan (Pakistan)-60800
Website: hitps://jorurdu.bzu.edu.pk/website/

Page |173



https://jorurdu.bzu.edu.pk/website/

Journal of Research (Urdu)
ISSN (P): 1726-9067, ISSN (E):1816-3424
Volume No. 40, Issue No. 1, June 2024

G UGS u::?_lzc;é_wi'g_;(lp@lu/ <kt 4 Poulaine de la Barre
sl o E Il ste s U gk es e o365 32
1
“Legislators, priests, philosophers, writers and
scientists have striven to show that the
subordinate position of women is willed in
heaven and advantageous on earth.”(9)
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“Montherlant, for example follows the tradition
of Jean de Meung, though with less gusto. This
hostility may at times be well founded, often it
is gratuitous; but in truth it more or less
successfully conceals a desire for self-
justification. As Montaigne says, 'It is easier to
accuse one sex than to excuse the other'.
Sometimes what is going on is clear enough.
For instance, the Roman law limiting the rights
of woman cited 'the imbecility, the instability of
the sex' just when the weakening of family ties

seemed to threaten the interests of male

&)

heirs.”(10)
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“How did all this begin? It is easy to see that the

duality of the sexes, like any duality, gives rise

to conflict. And doubt- less the winner will

assume the status of absolute. But why should

man have won from the start? It seems possible

that women could have won the victory; or that

the outcome of the conflict might never have

been decided. How is it that this world has

always belonged to the men and that things

have begun to change only recently? Is this

change a good thing? Wil it bring about an

equal sharing of the world between men and

women?”(11)
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“I cannot be just to books which treat of woman
as woman ... My idea is that all of us, men as
well as women, should be regarded as human
beings.” But nominalism is a rather inadequate
doctrine, and the anti-feminists have had no
trouble in showing that women simply are not
men.”(12)
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“We must kill the false women who is
preventing the live one from breathing .Inscribe

the breath of the whole woman.”(13)
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“The free woman is just being born; when she
has won possession of herself perhaps
Rimbaud's prophecy will be fulfilled: 'There
shall be poets! When woman's unmeasured
bondage shall be broken, when she shall live for
and through herself, man - hitherto detestable -
having, let her go, she, too, will be poet!
Woman will find the unknown! Will her
ideational worlds be different from ours? She
will come wupon strange, unfathomable,
repellent, delightful things; we shall take them,
we shall comprehend them.' It is not sure that
her 'ideational worlds' will be different from
those of men, since it will be through attaining
the same situation as theirs that she will find

emancipation; to say in what degree she will
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remain different, in what degree these
differences will retain their importance - this
would be to hazard bold predictions indeed.
What 1is certain is that hitherto woman's
possibilities have been suppressed and lost to
humanity, and that it is high time she be
permitted to take her chances in her own
interest and in the interest of all.”(14)
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