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Literary relations between Pakistan and Japan: A scholarly and
resear ch-based study

ABSTRACT

The pursuit of knowledge is very important for ttevelopment of any nation. The
people of Pakistan and Japan are deeply inter@stedch other's literature and
culture. The first Urdu center in Japan is the Tmkniversity of Foreign Studies,
which was established in 1908. Japanese teachswsiai®d with this university
are playing a very important role through teachi8gnilarly, the second Urdu
center in Japan is the Osaka University of For&gmies, which was established
in 1921. Japanese teachers associated with ibatglmting to the spread of Urdu
through teaching. Other sub-centers in Japan, dnduDaito Banka University,
Kyoto University and Ote Mon Gakuin University, gaaying their role for Urdu
literature. Japanese teachers associated with tinégersities have made efforts to
promote Urdu literature by translating the worksfafous creators of Urdu
literature into Japanese. These translations iecfigion, novels, drama, poetry
and many Urdu genres. Similarly, in Pakistan, gpartant role has been played in
the promotion of Japanese literature by transladiaganese works into Urdu.
Pakistani teachers in Japan, Urdu websites theteJapanese radio "NHK" are
working to promote Urdu language and literature.

KEYWORDS
Urdu literature, Japanese literature, literarytrefes, Tokyo University of Foreign
Studies, Osaka University of Foreign Studies, DB&ioka University, NHK
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“The two learned men to whom Urdu owes most

of its popularity in Japan are Prof. Gamou Reiichi
and Prof. Suzuki Takeshi and both are rightly
called ‘Japan’s Baba-e-urdu’. If Prof. Reiichi and
Prof. Takeshi were alive today, they would be
proud to see Urdu blooming in Japan.”(6)
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