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کٹر سہیل احمد   **  عرشیہ خان  *   پروفیسر ڈا

  

  

�ول  �� � � 	
  � �� � ر�ن‘‘�دان’’ 
 

The tendency of localism in Premchand's novel “Godaan” 

ABSTRACT 
This research paper examines localism (Muqamiyat) in Munshi Premchand's 
landmark novel Godaan (1936).He is an outstandingly great figure in Urdu-Hindi 
literature, authentically portrays rural North India—particularly Uttar Pradesh and 
Bihar—through main elements of localism: geographical, linguistic, economic, 
ritualistic, culinary, religious, social (caste), and psychological. 
The analysis demonstrates that Godaan transcends mere storytelling to become a 
comprehensive cultural document of colonial-era village life. Linguistic 
authenticity is achieved through Awadhi and Bhojpuri dialects, while the economic 
depiction of peasant indebtedness and the sahukar system remains relevant today. 
The symbolic godaan (cow-gift) powerfully represents the unfulfilled aspirations 
of the rural poor. 
This paper establishes Godaan as the zenith of localism in Urdu fiction. The study 
concludes that the novel's deep grounding in local culture enables its universal 
resonance—proving that the more locally rooted a narrative, the more globally 
meaningful it becomes. 
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