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Western civilization and culture:
In thelight of the thoughts of Igbal and Akbar Allahabadi

ABSTRACT
This study examines the dynamics of Western cafiion and culture through the
intellectual lens of Allama Igbal and Akbar Allatzatd, two seminal thinkers who critically
engaged with the socio-cultural transformationshef modern age. The article begins by
clarifying the conceptual foundations of civilizati (tahzeeb) and culture (sagafat),
outlining their historical evolution, essential gooments, and the distinctions that separate
their domains. Civilization is explored as the ectlve expression of material progress,
institutional development, and social organizatiehile culture is treated as the spiritual,
moral, aesthetic, and intellectual fabric of a stciAgainst this theoretical backdrop, the
paper defines Western civilization and culture hiighting the forces of industrialization,
rationalism, secularism, and individualism thatpdththe modern West. The core of the
study investigates how Igbal and Akbar Allahabadponded to Western modernity. Both
thinkers acknowledged certain strengths of the Wasith as discipline, scientific inquiry,
and organizational efficiency—recognizing their guatal value for the Muslim world.
However, their larger critique centered on the maospiritual, and cultural disruptions
caused by blind imitation of Western norms. Igbalpbasized the reconstruction of the
Muslim self, advocating selective appropriation\@éstern knowledge while retaining
Islamic metaphysical and ethical foundations. AkkBahabadi, through satire and socio-
political commentary, exposed the contradictionscotonial modernity and cautioned
Muslims against losing their identity to Westernltutal dominance. Together, their
perspectives present a balanced framework—onen#ititer rejects the West wholesale
nor accepts it uncritically. The article concludést the thought of Igbal and Akbar
provides a meaningful intellectual model for conpamary Muslim societies striving to
navigate globalization. Their insights offer a pedly for harmonizing modern progress
with cultural authenticity, ensuring that developdoes not come at the cost of spiritual
and moral erosion..

KEYWORDS
Igbal, Akbar Allahabadi, western civilization & d¢ute, Muslim identity,
modernity, cultural critique, colonial influencesconstruction of thought, East-
West relations.
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