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Effects of Teacher Training on English Language Teaching

Effects of Teacher Training on English
Language Teaching

Dr. Saiga Imtiaz Asif'
Samia Naz’

Abstract:

The notion of good teaching is associated with theorizing about
what good teaching might represent. Teachers’ concept about
language learning effects their teaching methodology and what
they do in class to teach a language. The twentieth century has
witnessed the demand of professional teachers who, besides having
subject knowledge, must be equipped with professional ethics and
pedagogical skills to be an effective teacher. This study is
specifically aimed at analyzing the effects of training on English
language teachers teaching at intermediate level. This research
was carried out at two colleges in Lahore. The paper will
demonstrate that teacher training has positive effects on teaching
methodology, techniques and attitude of the English teachers. The
paper will conclude that to maintain good standard in English
language teaching, teacher training can play an effective role at
college level.

Introduction

Language teaching involves the use of an appropriate methodology, techniques
as well as teaching of skills. Planned learning is one of the important invocations of
the 20™ century in the teaching-learning process, and ‘Classroom success depends on
planning rather than charisma’, (Wright, 2005). An unplanned lesson often results in
a failure and involves a waste of time and energy. An effective professional
education can bring excellence raising the standard of education. However, there are
different notions regarding teacher training. Those who have great faith in training
think that an organized training must produce effective teachers. The others say that
training does not make a person more effective (Chowdary et al, 2004).

English language occupies the status of second as well as foreign language in
Pakistan. Master degree in English literature is the minimum qualification required
for appointment as a lecturer in English. Training, however, is not required for
selection. Higher Education Commission offers courses in teaching methodology to
college and University teachers from time to time. However, some of the teachers
teaching at college level are untrained. The present study investigates the difference
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in teaching standards of the trained and the untrained English teachers teaching at
two colleges of Lahore.

Statement of the Problem

English is taught as a compulsory subject from class 1 till graduate level in
Pakistan. Major English language needs of the students are for employment,
academic purposes and communication. Unfortunately, students find themselves
unable to communicate in English even after studying it for ten years of their life. A
lot of research over the issue of problems and need of training regarding teaching
English as a second or a foreign language has been carried out. Various teacher
training courses are being offered by the government and the private institutions. It is
the researcher’s intention to see the difference in teaching methodology of the
trained and the untrained teachers at both colleges.

Research Questions
This paper will explore the following research questions:

1. Is there any difference between the teaching methodology, teaching style and
use of skills of the trained and the untrained teachers teaching at intermediate
level?

2. What kind of attitude and motivation level is demonstrated by the trained and
the untrained teachers teaching intermediate classes at government and semi-
government institute?

Significance of the Study

The purpose of this study is to research the effects of teacher training on
teaching methodology and motivation level of the English language teachers. This
study will also highlight the difference in the teaching techniques of the trained and
untrained English teachers at both colleges.

The findings of the present study will indicate whether teacher training has any
role in effective English language teaching. If yes, then to what extent. The
comparative study will also explore policies of the institutes regarding English
language teaching at the government and semi-government colleges of Lahore.

Literature Review

Training is a process which aims to follow some clearly defined parameters. It
is a journey of self-awareness and self-discovery, leading to growth and development
in the personality of the teachers. The aim of training is to infuse scientific thinking,
planning and working methodically and efficiently (Agochiya, 2002). Training
emphasizes specific knowledge, skills and attitude for efficient performance in
teaching. Chowdary et al (2004: 316) define training as a ‘systematic development of
attitude, knowledge, skill, behavior patterns required by an individual in order to
perform adequately a given job or task’. For successful teaching, reorientation of
teachers’ roles is required. The successful teacher, according to Williams and Burden
(1997) besides providing specific learner training tasks, is aware of the strategy
implications of every language learning task that they give. Another important
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consideration in teacher teaching is about the class environment which is build up by
the teacher’s attitude, strategy and organization in class. ‘“The best results are likely
to occur when there is a combination of warm and supportive relationships, an
emphasis on specific academic tasks and accomplishments and a reasonably clear,
orderly and well structured milieu’(ibid: 197). Apart from these, motivation is the
very heart of the teaching-learning process. Motives energise and direct learning.
Awareness of the techniques to motivate the learners should be established. Panda
(1999) suggests the teachers to provide suitable psychological environment and
apply various devices in the classroom to motivate the children.

Training can be categorized as pre-service and in-service. Both types of
training have different objectives to follow. Pre-service training is also referred as
non-formal or continuing education. It aims at developing new skills and orienting
new incumbents with their responsibilities and equips them with various methods of
performing the assigned tasks effectively. In-service training aims at assigning new
role parameters, introducing new strategies and working methods in the organization
and enhancing productivity and effectiveness (Agochia, 2002).

To teach at intermediate level, masters’ degree in English literature is the
minimum criteria for selection as a lecturer by the Provincial Public Service
Commission and the Federal Service Commission in Pakistan. Pre-service training in
language teaching is not a pre-requisite. As a result, teachers are not equipped to
teach a language. In fact, masters in English literature does not equip them to teach
English language competently. The majority of emerging post graduate students in
Pakistan today lack proficiency in English, as the majority of them has their
schooling in Urdu-medium institutions.

English Language Teaching in Pakistan was given serious consideration as a
field for specialization for English Teachers in the mid-eighties. Now there are
teacher training programmes offered by different universities such as diploma and
MA?® in TEFL? are offered by A.1.0.U° and NUMLS. Karachi University, BZU7,
NUML and UMT® offer M.A, M.Phil’ and P.hD'" in Linguistics. M.A, M.Phil and
P.hD in English literature are offered by PU'", BZU, NUML, UMT, GCU"%, many
post graduate colleges and various other private institutions. ELT" program is
offered by PU, BZU, NUML, UMT, Kinnaird College, FC'* College, LCWU", GCU

3 Master in Arts: MA.

* Teaching of English as a foreign language: TEFL.
> Allama Igbal Open University: AIOU.

SNational University of Modern Languages: NUML.
7 Bahauddin Zakariya University: BZU.

¥ University of Management and Technology: UMT.
? Masters in Philosophy: MPhil.

' Doctorate in Philosophy: PhD.

' Punjab University: PU.

'2 Government College University: GCU

" English Language Teaching: ELT.

'* Foreman Christian: FC.

' Lahore College for Women University: LCWU.
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and various other private institutions. Rahman (1997) commenting on this issue says
that private bodies like SPELT'®, The Teacher’s Resource Centre (Karachi) and the
Agha Khan University, NUML and UMT have shown their concern for courses in
English language teaching. Moreover, the semi-government institutions like AIOU,
the University of Karachi, the English language Centre at Balochistan University, the
University of Azad Jammu and Kashmir, and the International Islamic University
have also shown same concern. There are other teacher training programs also as B-
ed and M-ed level which are offered in Colleges of Education and AIOU also offers
these courses. In these courses, students may opt for the subjects according to their
interest such as teaching of English.

If we review in-service training programs offered for the college teachers, we
find that there is no independent training section of colleges in Education block of
Secretariat Punjab (Additional Secretary Higher Education Punjab, PC'"). However,
the Directorate of Staff Development and Higher Education are awarded with the
responsibility to conduct training courses for the in-service college teachers. Though
in the past, Directorate of Staff Development has been offering short courses in
English language to college teachers after every three years and the training was
compulsory for all the teachers but there was no follow up and there was no stamp of
these courses in A.C.R'%s. In 2001, Directorate of Staff Development attached to
University of Education. From that time onward the process of training for college
teachers stopped. Even when Directorate of Staff development de-linked with the
University of Education in 2004, but the training courses are not planned for the
college teachers (Director DPI Colleges (W) Punjab, PC). Moreover, Directorate of
Staff Development has not saved any data about the previous training provided to
college teachers. However, HEC in accordance with Non Government Organizations
as UNICEF", SAF?® and others offer refresher courses in English as well as teaching
methodology in general.

A review of education policies shows that in the education policy of 1959, it is
stated that refresher courses for the teachers are a necessity. Teachers must equip
themselves with latest teaching techniques by attending refresher courses at least
once in 5 years and their increments should be withheld if they do not so. In the
education policy of 1969, it is recommended to launch in-service training of teachers
to upgrade their qualifications and effectiveness as teachers. (Education policies:
2002). But no proper and consistent strategy is practically applied regarding
teacher’s training. Moreover, the description of teacher training in the above
mentioned policies does not specify or point out the subjects for training. The system
provides limited incentive to teachers to seek higher qualification. Government has
announced to pay 5000 rupees monthly as an incentive to a teacher who teaches at
university or any research institute, if he/she qualifies PhD. But general incentive for
other teachers who qualify PhD is 1500 monthly (Rizwi: Director DPI girls’ colleges

'® Society of Pakistan English Language Teachers: SPELT.
'7 Personal Communication: PC.

'8 Annual Confidential Report: ACR.

"United Nations Children Fund: UNICEF.

2Science and Arts Foundation: SAF.
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Punjab, PC). Now government offers study leave with full pay to those who qualify
HEC?' scholarship for PhD. Moreover, in the framework for training prepared by
Directorate of Staff Development (2006), it is stated that fellowship/scholarships
(payment of tuition fee or lump sum payment including tuition and living expenses)
will be offered to allow teachers attend certified courses organized by institutions,
public or private, both national and international. Thus the incentives currently
provided for the trained teachers are still limited and need to be reinforced.
Moreover, another discouraging fact is that those who wish to join any training or
short course related to their subjects privately are not provided with any T.A, D.A*,
though they are provided with study leave, but study leave is also awarded once in
the job.

Methodology

I used qualitative method in this research. The data was collected by using the
observation and interview techniques. I observed six sessions of four English
language teachers each teaching at FA (humanities group, part 1 & part 2) and FSc
(pre-medical group, part 1 & part 2) i.e. twenty four sessions each at the two girls’
colleges of Lahore district. By session, I mean period which is of forty minutes
duration at the government college and sixty minutes duration at the semi-
government college. | interviewed the same teachers who I observed. For reasons of
confidentiality and anonymity, I have assigned numbers to both colleges. The semi-
government college for women is labeled as College 1 and the government college
for women as College 2. In this connection Creswell (2003: 66) states, ‘inquirers use
aliases or pseudonyms for individuals and places to protect identities’.

At both colleges, it was a non-participant as well as semi-structured
observation. Although I had a prepared observation sheet but I noted down the whole
practices in class. I observed eighteen to twenty days at each college. Semi-
structured personal interviews were taken by each teacher individually. It took me
forty to sixty minutes to interview each teacher which I noted down.

Comparative Analysis of Observation of English classes

English language teachers at both colleges have masters degree in English
literature. One of the English teachers at College 2 is diploma holder in English
language teaching. Three of the English teachers at College 1 have received HEC
teacher training courses related to teaching methodology in general (the length of the
courses ranged between two weeks to three months). On the whole, one English
teacher at College 1 and three at College 2 are untrained. The following figure
explains it.

*! Higher Education Commission: HEC.
2 Traveling Allowance, Daily Allowance: T.A, D.A.
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| College 1 | | College 2 |

Tl || T2 || T3 || T4 | | T1 | | T2 || T3 || T4
v oov v v oY vy
Tr Tr Un-tr Tr Un-tr Tr Un-tr Un-tr

v

HEC HEC HEC PGD in English Language

Teaching Methodology
in general

Figure 1 : Training received by the teachers

ETI1 ET2 ET3 ET4 ET1 ET2 ET3 ET4
(Tr) (Tr) (Un-tr) (Tr) (Un-tr) (Tr) (Un-tr) (Un-tr)
1.Teachi 1.GTM Yes Yes Yes
ng
Methodo 2.Direct Yes Yes
logy and
techniqu 3.Communicativ Yes
€ e
4.Audio-lingual
5.Eclectic Yes Yes
6.Any other
2.Presen Novel Yes Yes No Yes No No No No
tation illustrations
Variety of Yes Yes No Yes No No No No
activities
Communicative Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No No
use of language
3.Use of Textbook Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
language
learning
material
Any other No No No Yes No No No No
material
4.Use of Listening A little A little A little A little No No No No
language comprehension control-ed control-ed control- control-ed
skills ed
Speaking Yes through Yes through Yes Yes through No A little use A little use No
accurately and question- question- through question- of question- of question-
fluently answer answer questio answer answer answer
technique technique n- technique technique technique
answer
techniq
ue
Reading Reading Reading No No A little No No No
comprehension aloud aloud & practice
silent of
reading aloud
readin;
Writing skill Monthly, Monthly, Monthl Monthly, Decem December, December, December,
December, December, ¥, December, ber, Annual tests Annual tests Annual tests
Annual tests Annual tests Decem Annual tests Annual
ber, tests
Annual
tests
Any other skill No No No No No No No No
Teachin 1.Deductive 1.Yes 1.Yes 1.Yes 1.Yes 1.No INo 1.No 1.No
gof method 2.No 2.No 2.No 2.No 2.Yes 2.Yes 2.Yes 2.Yes
grammar 2.Inductive
method
Activitie 1.Text based 1.Yes 1.Yes 1.No 1.Yes 1.No 1.No 1.No 1.No
s for activities 2.Yes 2.Yes 2.Yes 2.Yes 2.Yes 2.Yes 2.Yes 2.Yes
teaching prepared by the
grammar teacher
2.Activities in
the exercises
given in the text

Table 1: Methodology employed by the teachers.
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Teaching Techniques and Style of Teachers

All of the English teachers at College 1 use innovative techniques in class. As
far as their teaching style is concerned, they move around the class and keep eye
contact with the students and two of them make use of white board also. Only the
untrained English teacher at this college has traditional style of teaching that is
giving lecture in authoritative voice. She keeps standing at fixed place and does not
make use of blackboard in class. Accent and pronunciation of all the four teachers at
College 1 is fine. Teacher-student interaction is strong in the classes.
At College 2, all of the English teachers have routine and traditional style of
teaching. They speak English with Punjabi accent and two of the teachers pronounce
words wrongly in English class. Teachers neither move around the class nor make
use of blackboard. There is a little teacher-student interaction in class.

Figure : 3
College 1 College 2
ET1 ET2 ET3 ET4 ET1 ET2 ET3 ET4
(Tr) (Tr) (Un- (Tr) (Un- (Tr) (Un- (Un-
tr) tr) tr) tr)
1.Attitude of Stimulates the students Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No No
the teacher
1.Encourages the 1.Yes 1.Yes 1.Yes 1.Yes 1.No 1.No 1.No 1.No
students 2.Strict/ 2.Frank 2.Frank 2.Fran 2.A little 2.Stric 2.Str 2.A 2.Fran
frank k strict t ict little k
behaviour strict
Provides opportunities Yes Yes Yes Yes No No A No
for outcome/ feedback little
Involves (intellectually, Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No No
emotionally) the students
in class
Accepts criticism Yes Yes Yes No No No No No
2.How do Comfortable Yes Yes Yes No No Yes Yes No
students feel
in class
1.Confident 1.Yes 1.Yes 1.Yes 1.Yes 1.No 1.No 1.No 1.No
2.Less confident 2.No 2.No 2.No 2.No 2.Yes 2.Ye 2.Yes 2.Yes
s
1.Relaxed 1.Yes 1.Yes 1.Yes 1.Yes 1.No 1.No 1.No 1.No
2.Anxious 2.No 2.No 2.No 2.No 2.Yes 2.Ye 2.Yes 2.Yes
s
1.Motivated 2.Less- 1.Yes 1.Yes 1.Yes 1.Yes 1.No 1.No 1.No 1.No
motivated 2.No 2.No 2.No 2.No 2.Yes 2.Ye 2.Yes 2.Yes
s
1.Freely express 1.Yes 1.Yes 1.Yes 1.Yes 1.No 1.No 1.No 1.No
2.Remain reserved 2.No 2..No 2.No 2.No 2.Yes 2.Ye 2.Yes 2.Yes
s
3.Teacher’s Brilliant learners/ Dull Equal Equal Equal Equal Equal Equa Equal Equal
attitude learners 1
towards
learners
Fast learners/ Slow Equal Equal Equal Equal Equal Equa Equal equal
learners 1
4.Strategy to Question-answer activity Yes Yes Yes Yes No A No No
motivate little
learners bit
Presentation of students No No No No No No No No
1.Individual work 1.Yes 1.Yes 1.Yes 1.Yes 1.Yes 1.Ye 1.Yes 1.Yes
2.Group work 2.Yes 2.No 2.No 2.No 2.No s 2.No 2.No
2.No
1.Competition 1.No 1.No 1.No 1.No 1.No 1.No 1.No 1.No
2.Test (oral) 2.Yes 2.Yes 2.No 2.No 2.No 2.No 2.No 2.No
1.Reward 1.Yes 1.Yes 1.Yes 1.Yes 1.No 1.No 1.No 1.No
2.Punishment 2.No 2.No 2.No 2.No 2.Yes 2.No 2.No 2.No

Table 2: Attitude and motivation
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Attitude and Motivation level of teachers

English teachers at College 1 are more friendly and motivated. They use
different activities to stimulate and to maintain interest of the learners. As a result,
students feel more relaxed and participate in class discussion. The use of innovative
activities to involve the students continuously during teaching indicates their
personal involvement and high motivation. Though the untrained teacher does not
make use of innovative techniques but she involves the students through class
discussion. She also treats the students friendly and it is because of her friendly
attitude that she is the most favorite teacher of students.

However, English teachers at College 2 behave strictly and one of the untrained
teachers threats the students of punishment. All the teachers at the college ask
students about the page numbers and the chapter before starting teaching.

Comparative analysis of the results of interviews taken by the
English teachers at both colleges:

Methodology, skills and techniques in language class

According to responses of the teachers, English teachers at College 1 use
English as a medium of communication in class. Sometimes they use Urdu to explain
the abstract or difficult words. The English teachers at College 2 use Urdu as a
medium of instruction. The use of English is restricted only for reading the textbook
in class. One of the English teachers says, ‘if a teacher tries to impress the students
and tries to scare them by using English that is wrong. I try to reach the standard of
students and for this I use any language to explain’. During observation, she uses
code-mixing of Urdu and English language as she says, ‘to avoid all wo sare jo us ke
age the’ (to avoid all those who were marching before him), ‘mera inside ka head
tha’ (I had brain in my head). The trained teacher uses English as medium of
communication and to teach the text. Sometimes she uses Urdu while explaining
difficult words and phrases.

As far as the use of teaching method is concerned, English teachers at College
1 believe in the use of communicative method or eclectic approach in class. They
also believe in student-centered approach. On the other hand, English teachers at
College 2, while answering the question about using teaching methodology, start
describing the process of teaching. However, I drew from their responses that they
believe in using grammar translation method. A trained English teacher has some
knowledge about teaching methods and explains that she uses direct method to teach.
In response to the question about lesson plan and teaching of language skills in class,
English teachers at College 1 say that they do not plan their lesson daily rather they
think it impractical to do so. Yet during observation of their classes, their use of
techniques and activities indicate their preparation of the lesson. They, according to
them, try to pay attention to teaching of language skills but it more depends on the
lesson and number of students. The teachers at both colleges claim that writing skills
are most neglected in class. Two of the teachers at College 2 claim that they plan
their lesson. However, during observation, they asked the students about the page
number and the paragraph of the text before starting teaching in class. All the
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teachers at the college think it impossible to teach language skills in such a limited
period to a large class. One of the teachers gets irritated over the question related to
use of skills and techniques to be applied to teach skills and declares it discussion of
a ‘Utopian world’. In fact, responses of the teachers exposed that the teachers at
College 2 are not aware of the techniques to be used to teach language skills. Though
the trained teachers at College 1 used innovative techniques, during observation, to
teach speaking reading and writing skills but they could not explain it in their
interviews.

Attitude and Motivation level of the teachers

According to the trained English teachers of College 1, they use question-
answer technique, discussion, role-play method, quizzes and make use of real objects
to motivate the learners in class. The untrained English teacher points toward the use
of question-answer technique and discussion. The trained teachers also use charts,
maps and give the students assignment on using internet to search material related to
the topic they are studying. But the untrained English teacher is not in favor of use of
any audiovisual aids to motivate the students at this level.
All the teachers at College 2 do not believe in using audiovisual aids rather they
regard the government responsible for not providing them any facility. During
observation of their classes, all the teachers at the college did not use even the
blackboard which is provided to them in class. Attitude of the untrained teachers is
strict and all the teachers say that they do not use any activity to motivate the
learners.

Training

The response of the English teachers at College 1 about pre-service training is
not positive during their interviews. In fact no one amongst them has received any
pre-service training. However, two of the trained teachers at College 1 are in favor of
in-service training. One trained teacher believes, ‘one should be first a good human
being’. The untrained teacher at the college is not in favor of in-service training.

All the teachers at College 2 are in favor of in-service training although they
have not received any in-service training.

Conclusion

The analysis shows a transparent difference in teaching methodology of the
trained and the untrained teachers. There is one untrained English teacher at College
1 and three at College 2. The trained teachers at College 1 believe in communicative
and eclectic approach. The overall teaching process as the use of innovative
techniques, teaching of language skills, positive attitude and high motivation of the
teachers in class indicates their belief in student-centered approach. On the contrary,
the trained teacher at College 2 applies direct method in class. She focuses on giving
practice in speaking skills to the students. But she does not make use of novel
techniques to teach in class.

The untrained teacher at College 1 makes use of direct method in class. She
tries to keep the students involved through class discussion. Due to positive attitude
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towards the students and high motivation, she is a favorite teacher amongst the
students. But she is not aware of the techniques or activities to be applied to teach
language skills. On the other hand, the untrained teachers at College 2 teach through
grammar translation method. They are not aware of teaching language skills rather
they take it a time-consuming activity. The teachers behave strictly with the students
rather their behavior is very critical to them. Motivation level of the teachers is low.
Higher Education provides courses to college teachers which are not held on
regular basis. These trainings are most of the time held by the Directorate of Staff
Development at any teacher training institute or at their own institute. These courses
are offered on teaching methods in general. However, this training, provided to the
teachers, improves their teaching methodology, presentation skills and classroom
management. To enhance the quality of English language teaching, the teaching of
language skills and techniques is required which can only be achieved through
training related to English language teaching. Moreover, these courses offered by
HEC have not been attended by many teachers of the government college, whereas
majority of the English teachers at the semi-government college have attended these
courses. The mark difference in the policy of the government and that of the semi-
government institute is observed which indicates the difference in the level of
interest, priorities and standards set by the private and public sectors in Pakistan.
Another interesting point is that all the English teachers at both colleges are
appointed by the Commission or by the University Board also in case of the semi-
government college which is a chartered University. All the teachers have masters
degree in English literature. But teaching methodology of the trained teachers is
much better than that those who are untrained which symbolises that it is the training
not the degree which has polished attitude, teaching and presentation skills of the
teachers. Secondly, academic qualifications increase ones’ competence but the
training adds to the significant effects on performance level of the person. Teaching
does not require only the competence rather it demands professional attributes also.
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Deficiency Analysis of Writing Skills with
reference to Civil Judges in Pakistan

Dr. Naveed Ahmad'

Abstract:

This paper is an attempt to analyze the deficiency in writing skills
with reference to Civil Judges in Pakistan. The purpose is to
provide a solution in the light of the findings of the research:
recommendation of a specific course. In the introduction, the
paper describes the structure of judiciary in Pakistan, states the
problem, provides the objective of research, and introduces the
research carried out. Next, review of literature has been presented.
This is followed by sections on research methodology, data
analysis, and overall findings. Subsequently, the paper ends with
recommendations.

1. Introduction
This section deals with structure of judiciary in Pakistan, statement of problem

and objective of the research. Additionally, it introduces the present research.

1.1 Structure of Judiciary

Pakistan is a common law country. The highest court of appeal in Pakistan is
the Supreme Court of Pakistan, which is located in the federal capital, Islamabad.
Pakistan has four provinces. Each province has its own High Court that is the highest
court of appeal at provincial level. The High Courts are located in the provincial
capitals, but they have their benches in other big cities as well. At the district level,
the highest court of appeal is called the Session/District Court that deals with the
appeals that come from the Civil Courts. Civil Courts are trail courts. However, in
case of a murder, trail begins in the Session Court. In the hierarchy, Civil Courts are
at the lowest level, whereas the Supreme Court of Pakistan is at the top. Besides this,
there are some specialized courts like the Federal Shariah Court, Anti-Terrorism
Courts and Banking Courts etc.

Civil Courts are spread all over the country, and therefore, are greatest in
number. The judge of a Civil Court is called a Civil Judge. Civil Judges are
appointed through competitive exam, and are required to have a degree of law
(L.L.B.) as a prerequisite to take the competitive exam. After the final selection,
Civil Judges receive pre-service training at the Federal Judicial Academy (FJA)
based in Islamabad. Their occupational work as Civil Judges begins after the
successful completion of the training.

! Assistant Professor, Department of English, B.Z. University, Multan
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1.2 Statement of Problem

English is the language of law in Pakistan. Keeping in view the common law
tradition, judges write judgements in English. However, it has been reported by the
legal discourse community that newly recruited Civil Judges commit serious
grammatical and organizational errors which make their judgements unclear. A
number of reasons are assigned to the problem: deterioration in education system at
school and college levels, Urdu medium of instruction at majority law colleges,
complexity of the language of law etc. Even after the successful completion of their
pre-service training, they do not get the required competence in the basic skills of
writing because pre-service training of Civil Judges does not deal with the problem
as the contents of the pre-service training do not have topics related to basic writing
skills. During the course of pre-service training, apart from other subjects, Civil
Judges are taught the techniques of writing judgements but these techniques deal
with generic structure and content matters to be presented at different stages of the
judgement, and topics related to basic writing skills are not taken under consideration
assuming that Civil judges have had enough training in the basic skills of writing at
different points in their educational career. The situation as such makes a strong case
for ESP (English for Specific Purposes) with an emphasis on needs analysis to find
out the deficiencies in the basic writing skills of Civil Judges.

1.1 The Objective

The objective of this study is to recommend a basic writing skills course for
newly recruited Civil Judges in Pakistan in response to their inadequacy in the basic
skills of writing. To improve the standard of in-service training of Civil Judges, the
Federal Judicial Academy (FJA), Islamabad can implement the proposed course by
making it a part of their syllabi.

1.2 Present Research

As the objective of the research is to recommend a course of writing skills, the
present research investigates the deficiencies of Civil Judges in writing skills. The
analysis of the deficiencies will provide comprehensive information about levels of
adequacies in a variety of areas related to the basic skills of writing. The findings
will be helpful in prioritizing, sequencing and grading different areas of basic writing
skills in outlining the contents of the recommended course.

2. Literature Review

The present research is related to deficiency analysis of Civil Judges with
reference to their occupational writing skills so that a remedial course can be
recommended. Therefore, the research has its basis in English for Specific Purposes
(ESP) with particular emphasis on needs analysis.

In this section, I will review literature related to needs analysis after taking into
account the theory of ESP.
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2.1 Definitions of ESP

Teaching English for Specific Purposes (ESP) has emerged as a significant
movement within the field of English language education (Stoynoff, 2004).
Definitions of ESP have been put forward by a number of researchers.

Hutchinson and Waters (1987) establish the primacy of need in ESP. For them,
ESP is an approach rather than a product. This means that ESP does not involve a
particular kind of language, teaching material or methodology. They are of the view
that ‘the foundation of ESP is the simple question: Why does this learner need to
learn a foreign language? To answer this question, information is gathered about
learners, the language required and the learning context. This is done through a
process of needs analysis. On the basis of the information gathered, the language to
be taught is determined.

Robinson (1991), like Hutchison and Waters also establishes the primacy of
needs analysis in defining ESP. She maintains that ESP is ‘normally goal-directed’
and ESP courses develop from a needs analysis which ‘aims to specify as closely as
possible what exactly it is that students have to do through the medium of English’
(Robinson 1991:3). Besides these basic criteria, she emphasizes that ESP has certain
characteristics e.g. ESP courses have a limited time period, students are adults in
homogenous classes in terms of the work and specialist studies students are involved
in.

2.2 Needs Analysis

This part reviews literature on needs analysis. Needs analysis is a process of
gathering and interpreting information (Brindley, G., 2000). Information is gathered
through one or more than one ways, and then interpreted quantitatively or
qualitatively. Decision-making is based on the results of needs analysis. Teachers
and researchers make decisions related to course objectives, syllabus design,
materials development and assessment. Therefore, “needs analysis can be seen as
crucial to an ESP course” (Robinson 2000:196).

Needs analysis, in fact, is a defining feature of ESP (e.g. Hutchinson & Waters,
1987; Jones & Dudley-Evans, 1991; Dudley-Evans & St John, 1998; Robinson, 2000
&1991; Strevens, 1988a; Jordan, 1997; Flowerdew & Peacock 2001). Some formal
definitions of needs analysis are as follows:

The process of determining the needs for which a learner or group of
learners requires a language and arranging the needs according to
priorities. Needs assessment makes use of both subjective and objective
information (e.g., data from questionnaires, tests, interviews,
observation).

Richards, Platt, & Weber (1985: 189)

the systematic collection and analysis of all subjective and objective
information necessary to define and validate defensible curriculum
purposes that satisfy the language learning requirements of students
within the context of particular institutions that influences the learning
and teaching situation

Brown (1995: 36)
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needs assessment involves finding out what the learners know and can
do and what they need to learn or do so that the course can bridge the
gap (or some part of it). Th us needs assessment involves seeking and
interpreting information about one’s students’ needs so that the course
will address them effectively.

Graves (1996:12-13)

...needs analyis serves three main purposes: it provides a means of
obtaining wider input into the content, design and implementation of a
language programme; it can be used in developing goals, objectives and
content; and it can provide data for reviewing and evaluating an
existing programme.

Richards (1984:5)

There are different approaches to needs analysis. Jordan (1997) reviews needs
analysis by taking into account five approaches to needs analysis: Target Situation
Analysis (TSA), Present Situation Analysis (PSA), Learning-Centered, Strategy
Analysis and Means Analysis.

Another grey area is the methods or procedures by which needs analysis is
conducted Braine (2001). Jordan (1997) lists fourteen methods of data collection.
These methods include advance documentation, language test at home, language test
on entry, self-assessment (by students), observation and monitoring, class progress
test, surveys, structured interviews, learner diaries, case studies, final tests,
evaluation/feedback, follow-up investigation and previous research. Contrary to this
detailed list, Robinson (1991) presents a list that has fewer methods of data
collection: questionnaires, interviews, observation, case studies, tests, authentic data
collection and participatory needs analysis. “Although Robinson (1991) cites fewer
methods of analyses, her list appears to be more comprehensive and reflective of
current practices” Braine (2001). The lists of Dudley-Evans (1998) and Brindeley
(2000) are similar in terms of size tools. Dudeley-Evans’ list includes questionnaires,
analysis of authentic spoken and written texts, discussions, structured interviews,
observations and assessments. Similarly, Brindeley provides six methods of data
collection: questionnaires, structured interviews, group discussions with learners,
collection and linguistic analysis of authentic spoken and written texts which are
typically found in future context of language use, language tests and assessments and
case studies of individual learners. Hutchinson and Waters (1987:58) list the most
frequently used ways of gathering information about the needs of the target learners
as follows:

L. Questionnaires

ii. Interviews

1. Observations

iv. Data collection

V. Informal consultations with Sponsors, Learners and Others

16



Deficiency Analysis of Writing Skills with reference to Civil Judges in Pakistan

Another researcher lists data collection procedures in the following manner:

A range of methods is commonly used for conducting needs analysis. These
include questionnaires, interviews, participant and non-participant
observation, authentic language data (texts and recording), case studies of
learners, self-assessment, pre- and post- course testing, and learner diaries.
Flowerdew & Peacock (2001: 179)

2.3 Steps in Needs Analysis

Jordan (1997) indicates that with so many approaches, procedures of data
collection, sources of information and other variables, there is a danger that one may
feel overwhelmed. What is important, therefore, is to remember that there is no
single approach to needs analysis and circumstances vary from situation to situation.
In fact, choices in needs analysis will be determined by time, money and resources.
For this, planning in advance is essential. After deciding what is strictly relevant and
necessary, sufficient time must be allowed for carrying out step-by-step analysis.
Deciding in advance the answers to the list of questions posed can help following
these steps: why? whose?, who?, what?, how?, when?, and where?. The steps
suggested by Jordan (1997:23) are:

1. Purpose of analysis
Delimit student population
Decide upon the approach (es)
Acknowledge constraints/limitations
Select methods of collecting data
Collect data
Analyze and interpret results
Determine objectives
Implement decisions (i.e. decide upon syllabus, content, materials,
methods etc.)
Evaluate procedures and results

A SRR ol ol

_.
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3. Research Methodology

The purpose of this research was to analyze deficiencies in the writing skills
with reference to Civil Judges in Pakistan. Therefore, information was sought
regarding Civil Judges’ present situation with regard to their existing deficiencies in
writing skills.

To investigate the deficiencies, I created a list of the following topics/areas of
writing skills.
Grammar: Sentence Structure (tense, voice, narration etc.)
Appropriate use of article
Appropriate use of preposition
Appropriate use of punctuation
Appropriate standard for citations
Appropriate formatting
Paragraph Organization

Nk L=
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8. Overall Organization
9. Conciseness
10. Clarity

I selected these topics on the following grounds:

1. These areas are commonly taken into account to teach writing skills to
foreign learners as revealed through a survey of books on basic writing
skills.

2. My own teaching and research experience and discussions with my
professional colleagues convinced me to select the above mentioned topics.

To gather information with reference to the above mentioned areas of writing, I
had two population groups: senior lawyers and judges of the appellate courts (in-
service and retired). These two groups were taken under consideration because of
their direct exposure to the writings of Civil Judges: they read the judgments written
by Civil Judges as a matter of their routine occupational activity.

In this context, a survey research was carried out using questionnaire as a tool.
The questionnaire had ten items related to the topics mentioned above: areas of
writing. All the items were close-ended having three options: “adequate”,
“inadequate” and “no opinion”. Respondents were to check any one of the three
options. The questionnaire was distributed in senior lawyers and judges of appellate
courts. To study the differences in the opinions of these two population groups was
out of the scope of this study. Therefore, distribution of questionnaires within these
two population groups was conducted on random basis.

The selected research sites were the capital cities of all the four provinces of
Pakistan: Karachi, Lahore, Peshawar and Quetta. The total number of questionnaires
distributed was 400 (100 questionnaires for each city). The overall return rate was
524.25% as 209 respondents returned the questionnaire. Data was analyzed
quantitatively.

4. Data Analysis

The analysis of data revealed that a vast majority of respondents believed that
Civil Judges’ competence in writing skills was not adequate. The analysis is based
on the 209 returned questionnaires. Ten areas of the writing skills were taken into
consideration. The following is the detailed analysis of each of the ten skills:

4.1 Grammar: Sentence Structure

Respondents were asked to comment on Civil Judges’ level of adequacy with
regard to grammar i.e. correct construction of sentences and the appropriate use of
tense, voice and narration etc. Surprisingly, a vast majority of the respondents
believed that Civil Judges’ competence in this area was inadequate as out of the total
of 209 respondents, 177 i.e. 84.68% opined that Civil Judges had inadequate ability.
Only 30 respondents, i.e. 14.35%, mentioned that the ability in this area was
adequate. The respondents who opted for “no opinion” were 2 in number i.e. 0.95%.
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4.2 Appropriate Use of Article

The analysis of data regarding this item revealed that Civil Judges’ competence
was not up to the mark as 161 i.e. 77.03% respondents opted for the option
“inadequate”. On the other, only 42 i.e. 20.09% respondents felt that the ability was
“adequate” with this regard. In this case, the number of respondents who opted for
“no opinion” was 6 i.e. 2.87%.

4.3 Appropriate Use of Preposition

Once again, it was found that Civil Judges’ competence in appropriate use of
preposition was inadequate. 167 i.e. 79.90% respondents, out of the total of 209,
commented that the ability was inadequate, whereas for 38 i.e. 18.18% respondents
only, Civil Judges had adequate competence in this area of writing. 4 i.e. 1.91%
respondents opted for “no opinion”.

4.4 Appropriate Use of Punctuation

Unlike the findings of the above areas of writing, the analysis of this item
revealed that approximately half of the respondents believed that Cavil Judges had
inadequate competence. 105 respondents i.e. 50.23% commented that the ability was
inadequate. On the other hand, 100 i.e. 47.84% respondents thought that Civil Judges
had adequate ability with this regard. 4 respondents i.e. 1.91% opted for the option
“no opinion”.

4.5 Appropriate Standard for Citations

Majority respondents opined that Civil Judges’ ability to cite other sources was
inadequate as 120 i.e. 57.41% respondents out of the total of 209 believed that Civil
Judges do not cite sources according to the standard rules of citing. However, for 80
respondents i.e. 38.27%, the ability to cite other sources was adequate. 9 respondents
i.e. 4.3% were not sure about their opinion as they opted for “no opinion”.

4.6 Formatting Conventions

Majority respondents were not satisfied with Civil Judges’ competence in
following the conventional ways of formatting. 58.37% i.e. 122 believed that the
ability was inadequate. Contrary to it, 36.84% i.e. 77 respondents thought that Civil
Judges had adequate competence. 4.78% i.e. 10 respondents did not comment as they
opted “no opinion”.

4.7 Paragraph Organization

Through this item information was gathered regarding Civil Judges’ ability to
write a well organized paragraph. It was learnt that a vast majority believed that Civil
Judges did not have adequate skill to write well organized paragraphs. The details
show that 72.24% i.e. 151 respondents opted for the option “inadequate”, whereas
only 24.88% i.e. 52 respondents thought that Civil Judges were adequate in this
ability. 6 respondents i.e. 2.87% opted for “no opinion”.
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4.8 Overall Organization

Similarly, when the respondents were asked to comment on Civil Judges’
ability for overall organization of their written works, a vast majority revealed that
Civil Judges did not have the required competence in this important area of writing.
147 respondents i.e. 70.33% opted for “inadequate”, whereas only 58 respondents
i.e. 27.75% opted for adequate. The number of respondents who did not have any
opinion was 4 (1.91%).

4.9 Conciseness

The item that gathered information about Civil Judges’ ability to write
concisely revealed that 147 respondents i.e. 70.33% believed that the ability was
inadequate. On the other hand, for only 56 respondents i.e. 26.79% Civil Judges had
adequate competence in this area. 6 respondents i.e. 1.91% did not answer to the
question as they opted for “no opinion”.

4.10 Clarity

In this case, respondents were asked to comment on Civil Judges’ ability to
write in a clear manner. A vast majority of respondents thought that Civil Judges
were not able to write in a clear manner. 171 respondents i.e. 81.81% pointed out
that Civil had inadequate ability in this case, whereas only 34 respondents i.e.
16.26% thought that the ability was adequate. 4 respondents i.e. 1.91% opted for “no
opinion”.

The following Table 1 and Graph 1 depict the comparative study of deficiency
analysis with regard to Civil Judges’ writing skills.

Table 1: Comparative Study of Deficiency Analysis with regard to
Civil Judges’ Writing Skills

Areas of Writing Inadequate Adequate No Opinion
Skills
1. Grammar: Sentence 84.68% 14.35% 0.95%
Structure (tense, (N=177) (N=30) (N=2)
voice, narration etc.)
2. Use of Article 77.03% 20.09% 2.87%
(N=161) (N=42) (N=6)
3. Use of Preposition 79.90% 18.18% 1.91%
(N=167) (N=38) (N=4)
4, Use of Punctuation 50.23% 47.84% 1.91%
(N=105) (N=100) (N=4)
5. Citations 57.41% 38.27% 4.30%
(N=120) (N=80) (N=9)
6. Formatting 58.37% 36.84% 4.78%
Conventions (N=122) (N=77) (N=10)
7. Paragraph 72.24% 24.88% 2.87%
Organization (N=151) (N=52) (N=6)
8. Overall Organization 70.33% 27.75% 1.91%
(N=147) (N=58) (N=4)
9. Conciseness 70.33% 26.79% 2.87%
(N=147) (N=56) (N=6)
10. Clarity 81.81% 16.26% 1.91%
(N=171) (N=34) (N=4)
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Graph 1
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5. Overall Findings

The overall findings indicated that Civil Judges did not have the required
competence in writing skills.

In all the 10 areas of writing, more than 50% of the respondents mentioned that
the ability to write was inadequate. The two areas, where more than 80% of the
respondents believed that Civil Judges had inadequate competence, were grammar
and clarity. Next, areas where 70% to 80% respondents thought that Civil Judges had
inadequate competence were: use of articles, prepositions, organization in paragraph,
overall organization, and the ability to write in a concise manner. For rest of the three
skills, i.e. use of punctuation, citing sources and following generic conventions more
than 50% respondents believed that Civil Judges had inadequate ability.

The overall analysis revealed that 70.233% respondents indicated that Civil
Judges had inadequate competence in writing skills, whereas only 27.125%
respondents pointed out that competence with this regard was adequate. The
respondents who opted for “no opinion” were 2.628%. This shows that according to
a vast majority of respondents, Civil Judges have inadequate competence in the skills
of writing.

Table 2 and Graph 2 depict the overall analysis.
Table 2: Overall findings related to Civil Judges’ deficiency in
writing skills

Inadequate Adequate No Opinion

Writing Skills 70.233% 27.125% 2.628%
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Graph 2:
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6. Recommendations

The above mentioned findings provide justification for the recommendation of
a writing skills course for Civil Judges to be imbedded in their pre-service training
course conducted by the Federal Judicial Academy (FJA), Islamabad.

6.1 Course Objectives
On the basis of the findings of needs analysis, the recommended course has the
following objectives:

After the completion of the course, learners will be able to:

e construct simple and complex sentences with appropriate use of preposition,
article, punctuation, tense, narration and voice etc.

e organize the written work, both at micro (paragraph) and macro (overall)
levels

e Dbring conciseness and clarity in their written works

e format their writings according to the required conventions

e  cite sources in appropriate manner

6.2 Outline of the Recommended Course

To achieve the above mentioned objectives, the recommended Writing Skills
Course has topics/contents related to the objectives. The recommended course has
three units in total: Grammar, Organization, and Clarity and Conciseness. The details
are as follows:
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Unit 1: Grammar

Topics:

DR W=

Basic Sentence Grammar
Tense, Voice and Narration
Articles

Prepositions

Punctuation

Unit 2: Organization

Topics:

1. Brain Storming

1.1 Think about the contents

1.2 Think about the readers/audiences

1.3 Think about the conventions of formatting a particular
document

1.4 Organize the overall structure of the document

1.5 Organize the contents of each paragraph

2. How to Write a Good Paragraph

2.1 The functions of paragraph

2.2 Paragraph patterns

2.3 Unity and coherence in paragraph (cohesive devices)
2.4 Paragraph length

2.5 Topic and concluding sentences in a paragraph

2.6 Link between paragraphs

2.7 Introductory and concluding paragraphs

2.8 Citing legal authorities in paragraphs

Unit 3: Clarity and Conciseness

Topics:

DR W=

Omit surplus words

Use base verbs, not nominalizations
Prefer active voice

Use short sentences

Arrange your words with care
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A Comparative Analysis of the Scholastic
Achievement of the Students of Government
and Private Secondary Schools in English
and Urdu Prose

Farah Deeba’
Kahkashan Anwar’

Abstract:

This paper is based on a study conducted in 2007 in order to have
an analysis of the scholastic achievement of the students of
government and private schools in the subject of English and Urdu
prose in Tehsil Arifwala (Punjab, Pakistan). The total sample for
the study was 280 which was randomly selected. An achievement
test was developed for the students. The test was based on multiple
choice items, words meanings, matching columns, fill in the blanks
and true false statements. The collected data were analyzed by
using the statistical techniques of arithmetic means, standard
deviation, percentage, z test and co-efficient of correlation. The
results of the study showed that overall performance of private
schools was better than that of students of government schools.
The performance of female students was better in English prose
than that of male students. The performance of male students was
better in Urdu prose than that of female students.
Introduction:

Language is a system of finite arbitrary symbols combined according to rules of
grammar for the purpose of communication. Individuals use language sounds,
gestures and other symbols to represent objects, concepts, emotions ideas and
thoughts (www.wikipedia.org/wiki/language).

Out of 4,000 to 5,000 living languages, English is the most widely used as a
first and second language all over the world (Broughton, 1980).

In countries where English is not an official language, it still has a significant
role to play. It is generally taken as an important school subject and it is also
necessary to pass an examination in English to enter a university. It is also the
language of certain courses at a university or at least of a large percentage of the
students’ textbooks (Richards, 1995).

Pakistan is a multilingual country. The language of domains of power
government, corporate sector, media, education are English and Urdu
(www.apnaorg.com).

! Lecturer, Deptt of Education, B.Z. University, Multan.
2 Ex-student, M.A. Education, Deptt of Education, B.Z. University, Multan.
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Schools in Pakistan have either Urdu or English as the medium of instruction.
Even in the Urdu medium schools, English is taught as a language from class one up
to graduation level. Most university education, especially in science, is imparted in
English (www.zackvision.com).

As mentioned above, English is a compulsory subject in National Curriculum
from primary level to university level in Pakistan while Urdu is compulsory upto
intermediate level. Therefore, it is natural that they have gained great importance in
our education system. But the achievement level and performance of students in
these subjects is generally poor at secondary level. It is mainly due to poor academic
and professional quality of teachers of these subjects (A.1.O.U., 2002).

There are other factors also affecting students’ achievement in the subjects of
English and Urdu at secondary level. Among these factors following are the most
important as described by Mahboob (2002):

. Parental education, their occupation and guidance.

1
2. Teacher’s guidance

3. Excessive use of mother tongue

4.  Lack of motivation

5. Incompetent teachers

6.  Problems in examination system

7. Language background of students

8. Unsuitable curriculum

The teaching of any language consists of four aspects:

»  Teaching of prose

»  Teaching of poetry

»  Teaching of essay

»  Teaching of grammar

Among these parts, prose is a necessary part of any language and has been
defined as “a language not arranged in verse form” (Shahid, 2001).

The word prose comes from the Latin word prosa, which means
straightforward. Prose writing is usually adopted for the description of facts or the
discussion of whatever one’s thought is incorporated in free flowing speech
(www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/prose).

According to Shahid (2002), teaching of prose is the intensive study of
language, structures and vocabulary. Its main objective is to develop the language
ability of the students. This ability makes the child to understand and use language
without any problem.

Shahid, (2002) has further indicated the following objectives of teaching prose:
To enable the students to understand the text and grasp its meanings.

To enable the students to understand the text by silent reading.

To enrich their active and passive vocabulary.

To enable the students to enjoy reading and writing.

To develop the imagination power of students.

Although in our country, prose and poetry of both languages i.e. English and
Urdu are taught but real objectives of teaching of English and Urdu still are not
achieved (www.answer.com).

Dk W=
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Basically, there are three objectives of teaching English in the secondary
schools as mentioned by Singh (2005).

1. To teach students to hear and understand the spoken language.
2. To teach them to understand what they read.
3. To teach them to write it

Basic objectives of teaching Urdu are the same as in English because teaching
of each language has these very basic objectives. However, these may vary in case to
case in different contexts. For instance, objectives of teachings first language and
national language may be different than the objectives of teaching second language.
So keeping in view the status of Urdu in Pakistan, Hussain (1976) outlines the
following objectives of teaching Urdu at secondary level.

To enable the students to read and write Urdu in correct way.

Develop interest among students of reading Urdu literature.

Increase students’ Urdu vocabulary.

Improve reading and writing skills.

Improve student’s Urdu grammar

It is generally noted that the objectives of teaching of both the languages are
not fully achieved in Pakistan. There are many causes of un-achieving the above
mentioned objectives of teaching English and Urdu like little understanding of
curricular objectives, inexperienced teachers, defective teaching methods and lack of
supervision (www.saridjournal. org.html).

Both English and Urdu languages have importance in our educational
institutions but as indicated earlier, achievement of students in both languages is
poor. Students do not perform equally better in these languages as they perform good
in English they do not perform good in Urdu or vice versa.

The teaching of all components of a language like comprehension, essays etc
are equally important but it may be difficult to include all those aspects in one piece
of research. So in this situation, the present study was delimited to prose only, and it
investigated comparative achievement of students of government and private
secondary schools in English and Urdu prose.

i

The Present Study:

The present study aimed at the comparative analysis of the scholastic
achievement of the students of government and private Secondary Schools in English
and Urdu prose.

Objectives of the Study:
The objectives of the study were:

1. To compare as the whole achievement of students of government and private
secondary schools in English and Urdu prose.

2. To compare the achievement of male and female students in English and Urdu
prose.

3. To compare the achievement of government and private female students in
English and Urdu prose.

27



Journal of Research (Faculty of Languages & Islamic Studies) 2008 Vol.13

4. To compare the achievement of government and private male student in
English and Urdu prose.

5. To compare the achievement of private female students in English and Urdu
prose.

6.  To compare the achievement of male students in English and Urdu prose.

Delimitation of the Study:
The present study was delimited to:

1. Both male and female high schools.
Ten secondary school in private and ten secondary schools in government
sector.

3.  Five male high schools of government and five female high schools of
government.

4.  Five private male high schools and five private female high schools.

Procedure of the Study:

All the students of 10™ class in government and private secondary schools for
girls and boys in Tehsil Arifwala were taken as the population. Out of the whole
population, two hundred and eighty students were selected through simple random
sampling technique. The details of the sample are as under:

Ten boys secondary schools and ten girls secondary schools were selected from
the list issued by District Education Officer, Pakpatan. In view of the availability and
proportion of the respondents, 167 government and 113 private school students were
selected as sample. The number of students from government and private high
schools in different sample were as under:

Government male = 74
Government female = 93
Private male = 65
Private female = 48
Total sample = 280

An achievement test of English and Urdu having multiple choice items words
meanings matching columns, true false and fill in the blanks were constructed. The
test was based on understanding of English and Urdu. The items were based on the
textbooks of English and Urdu for 9" class prescribed by the Punjab Textbook
Board. There were 50 items in each test of both languages. The test was got validated
by the experts available at Bahauddin Zakariya University, Multan and it was
improved in view of their suggestions. The tests were personally administered by the
researchers.

The data were analyzed by using the statistical techniques of arithmetic mean,
standard deviation, z test and co-efficient of correlation.

The following findings and results were drawn from the study.

1.  The combined mean of sample of government and private school students in
English is 36.60 and in Urdu is 37.18 and combined standard deviation (S.D) in
English is 7.77 and in Urdu is 5.48 respectively as shown in table No.l. which
indicates the overall performance.
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Table No.1
Overall Performance of Sample Students
Total Subject } Com S.D. Comb
™)
280 English 36.60 7.77
Urdu 37.18 5.48

2. In comparison of sample students’ achievement in English prose, the critical
value (c.v) (4.68) is greater than the table value (t.v.) (1.96). It means that the
difference of achievement between the male and female sample students in English
prose is statistically significant. Moreover, the difference of mean shows the better
performance of female sample students respectively as shown in table No. 2.

Table No.2
Comparison of Sample Students’ Achievement in

English Prose (Male and Female)

Category Subject Mean S.D. C.V.
Male 35.84 7.53
Female English 37.34 7.88 4.68
Prose
t.v. = 1.96
C.V. 4.68

3. In comparison of sample students’ achievement in Urdu prose the c.v. (1.92) is
less than the t.v. (1.96). It means that the difference of achievement between the
male and female sample students in Urdu prose is statistically insignificant.
However, the difference of means shows the better performance of male sample
students respectively as shown in table No. 3.

Table No.3
Comparison of Sample Students’ Achievement in Urdu Prose
(Male and Female)

Category Subject Mean S.D. C.V.
Male 37.44 4.76
Female Urdu 36.92 6.13 1.92
Prose
t.v. = 1.96
c.v. = 1.92

29




Journal of Research (Faculty of Languages & Islamic Studies) 2008 Vol.13

4. In comparison of achievement of private and government female sample
students in English prose the c.v. (10.75) is greater than the t.v. (1.96). It means that
the difference of achievement of private female students and government female
students in English is statistically significant. Moreover, the difference of mean
indicates the better performance of private female sample students respectively as
shown in table No.4.

Table No.4
Comparison of Achievement of Private and Government
Female Sample Students in English Prose

Category N Mean S.D. C.V.
Private Female 48 40.75 8.01
Govt. Female 93 35.59 7.38 10.75
t.v. = 1.96
C.V. = 10.75

5. In comparison of achievement of private and government female sample
students in Urdu prose the c.v. (7.81) is greater than the t.v. (1.96). It means that the
difference of achievement between Government female and private female sample
students in Urdu prose is statistically significant. Moreover, the difference of means
indicates the better performance of private female sample students respectively as
shown in table No. 5.

Table No.5
Comparison of Achievement of Private and Government
Female Sample Students in Urdu Prose

Category N Mean S.D. C.V.
Govt. Female 93 35.73 493
Private Female 48 39.25 7.47 7.81
t.v. = 1.96
c.v. = 7.81

6.  In comparison of achievement of private and government male sample students
the c.v. (3.20) is greater than the t.v. (1.96). It means that the difference of
achievement between private male and government male sample students in English
prose is statistically significant. Moreover, the difference of means indicates the
better performance of private male sample students respectively as show in table
No.6.

Table No.6
Comparison of Achievement of Private and Government
Male Sample Students

Category N Mean S.D. C.V.
Private male 65 36.61 7.02
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| Govt. male | 74 | 35.17 | 8.00 [3.20 |
t.v. = 1.96
c.v. = 3.20

7. In comparison of achievement of private and government male sample students
in Urdu prose the c.v. (10.00) is greater than the t.v. (1.96). It means that the
difference of achievement between government male and private male sample
students in Urdu prose is statistically significant. Moreover, the difference of means
indicates the better performance of private male sample students respectively as
shown in table No.7.

Table No.7
Comparison of Achievement of Private and Government
Male Sample Students in Urdu Prose

Category N Mean S.D. C.v.
Govt. Male 74 35.82 4.46
Private Male 65 39.29 4.48 10.00
t.v. = 1.96
c.v. = 10.00

8. In comparison of achievement of female sample students in English and Urdu
prose there is a slight difference between the mean performance of female sample
students in English and Urdu prose. However, mean indicates the better performance
of female sample students in English prose than Urdu and standard deviation
indicates the greater spread of score in English prose as shown in table No.8.

Table No.8
Comparison of Achievement of Female Sample
Students in English and Urdu Prose

Category N Urdu English
Mean S.D. Mean S.D.
Female 141 36.92 6.13 37.34 7.96

9. In comparison of achievement of male sample students in English and Urdu
prose, there is a slight difference between the mean performance of male sample
students in English and Urdu prose. However, mean indicates the better performance
of male sample students in Urdu prose than English and standard deviation indicates
the greater spread of score in English prose as shown in table No.9.

Table No.9
Comparison of Achievement of Male Sample
Students in English and Urdu Prose

| Category | N | Urdu | English
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Mean S.D. Mean S.D.

Male 139 37.44 4.78 37.44 4.78
10. Through co-efficient of correlation, it was found that there was weak
relationship of female sample students in English and Urdu prose and weak
relationship of male sample students in English and Urdu prose.

Conclusions and Discussion:

Apparently, the performance of female sample students was better in English
prose than that of male sample students. The performance of male sample students
was better in Urdu prose than that of female sample students. The performance of
students of private schools was better in English prose than that of government
school students. The performance of students of private schools was better in Urdu
prose than that of government school students.

The results of the study did not show very significant indicator to determine the
achievement. For instance, generally, people believe that the private school students
perform well in English and Urdu because they have better facilities like qualified
and trained teachers individual attention, up to date curriculum and educated parents.
These factors affect their achievement. Specially, they have better facilities and
atmosphere for English teaching and learning like direct method of teaching English.
But in some cases, situation is totally different and some government schools,
student perform very well. On the whole, however, the study showed the better
performance of private school students. But the study also indicated that the
performance of students of remote areas and villages like Tehsil Arifwala was poor
than Urban areas. The results also suggested that if some facilities provided to these
areas, the students may perform well.
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Abstract:

The Urdu short story since it became a part of Urdu literature in
the beginning of the 20™ century tried to express the society of
Indu — Pak subcontinent. After the partition of the subcontinent in
1947 and establishment of Pakistan the Urdu short story tried to
reflect the new society of Pakistan and present its problems. The
Pakistani woman naturally was — and still - a pillar of Urdu short
story, so we can draw a clear picture of the Pakistani woman as a
mother, sister, daughter and wife through the Urdu short stories
written after 1947, and this article discusses this topic.
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Rashid Saeed Shahwan*

Abstract:
This research studies the meaning of globalization, and its effect
on the Islamic nation, and to point out the responsibility of Islamic
duty to provide the substitutes to face the globalization and its
challenges. It also makes a contract between its advantages and
disadvantages, and it differentiate between the Ideological
globalization and the modern techniques of its.
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Abstract:

Prosody is a branch of lingustics. it occupies a very significant place
particularly in Arabic language. Al-Khalil Bin Ahmad Al-frahidi is considered
to be the founder of this science. The credit goes to Al-frahidi for his deligent
and pain staking analysis of Arabic poetry. In this paper the researcher has
described the rules and regulations pertaining to the aspects of prosoidy that is
meters (, > ) and analysis of thymes. This article deals with only four
meters(, s=) with their scansion (x=-45), out of sixteen, so that the readers may
benefit gtom this intensive study.
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Abstract:

The process of social restructuring and collective change is a continual masterstroke.
Many revolutionary exercises were made in this regard but any revolution did not
achieve global status and comprehensiveness like the social change created by the
Holy Prophet (SAW). In this context it is need of the hour to specify the steps of social
restructuring like concept and vision of social change, whereabouts of this change,
analyses of the society in which social restructuring is aimed, importance of
sociological discipline, signification of required training, magnitude of leadership,
specification of suitable methods for social restructuring and features of counter
resistance policy. In this article these topics/points highlighted with reference of role
model of the Holy Prophet (SAW).
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Abstract:

This article discusses that how the institution were developed in an Islamic state. All
that main institutions were in the early stage when the Holy Prophet was alive and
under his guidance the in institution were dealing the paradigm principled. This age is
very important in the whole history of Islam.
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Abstract:

This article discusses about the institution of Tafseer and its evolution in Islam the

Holy Prophet (PBUH) is the excel and the central personality, who leads and guide the

all mankind. Quran give us the rules and tells us about the right path when the Holy

Prophet (PBUH) perform the practical application of Islam. After the Holy Prophet

(PBUH) many worth full scholars try to interpret the Quranic verses. This article

reflects the short brief of the different interpretation of Quran.
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Abstract

Thought and creativity of Sindhi Pashto, Baluchi, Punjabi and Saraiki intellectuals and
writers need a second reading and thought to suspend 'historic fallacy' owned by 'Urdu
walas.'
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Abstract:

Nazim Hikmet Ran was one of the most important and influential figures in 20th
century Turkish literature. But he was accused as a traitor of country by the Turkish
state. So he was arrested and sentenced for many years in prison and his works were
banned in his native country and he himself suffered long exile.

Dispate his persecution by the Turkish state, Nazim Hikmet was always and is ever
more revered by the Turkish nation. His poems depicting the people of the
countryside, villages towns and cities of his homeland, i.e. Human Landscape from my
Country as well as the Epic of the War of Independence and the Force of the Nation
(Kuvva-e Milliye) are considered among the greatest patriotic literary works in Turkey.
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Abstract:

This research paper reflects the voices of women in Urdu short story. The problems
which a Pakistani woman is facing are being carried out by the short story writer.
Different women writers also presented these problems in their fiction. This article
discusses these problems.
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Abstract:

Yas Yagana Changezi and Firaq Gorakhpuri are very important poets for their
contribution in estabilishing new style of Urdu Ghazal in modern era. They were
contemporaries of Romanvi Tehreek in Urdu literature but they are not discussed in
this context. In this article the writer has tried to identify Romantic elements in their
Ghazal.
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Abstract:

With the description of the role of Urdu language in the Educational progress of
the Muslims of sub continent,artical also evaluates the work and contribution of
different educational institutions regarding the enrichment of Urdu language
and literature .
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Abstract:

Different critics have different views about the Naat's writer, who wrote the first
Naat in Urdu Language. In this thesis this fact has proved that Hazrat Muhammad
Hussainy (Banda Nawaz) wrote the first Naat in Urdu Language as per available
material on the topic.
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impacts are quite obvious in Urdu Language and Literature.

LSy Aa gt L2 6 LGt P S e 0107

The Movement of Rationalism, which dominated the world in 17th and 18th century,
began in Europe. It replaced the dogmatic approach of the Dark ages with scientific
way of thinking. In this article, an overview of how this movement began and what
imparts did this movement impart to Urdu language and literature is, Besides setting
rational grounds for the religion this movement promoted scientific approach whose

~— ksf J JY m{ Jeesly /?J Jt ':J (Enlightenment)

"The Enlightenment a period in the eighteenth century
when many writers and scientists believed that science
and knowledge, not religion, could improve people's
lives." [1]

I NS I A TIPS DI
Iz G A e P n$ i UIF L
U FS RS

:+ugi:wu;JdJ;}l;Zwa/£ W/L&)@b’

"A European intellectual movement of the 17th and
18th centuries in which ideas concerning God, reason,
nature and man were synthesized into a world view
that gained wide assent and that instigated
revolutionary developments in art, philosophy, and
politics. Central to Enlightenmnet thought were the
use and the celebration of reason, the power by which

— SIS el ST 2
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man understands the universe and improves his own
condition. The goals of rational man were concidered
to be knolwedge, freedom, and hapiness." [F]
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Abstract:

Majeed Amjad is considered to be as a trend-setting poet of 20th century. His poetry in
terms of craft and thought is reflection of the impulse of his age. He has not only
figured out the political, social, cultural and linguistic seen in his poetry but also he
has touched the subjects of philosophy, metaphysics, and psychology. And he also
made science and astronomy as the subject of his poetry but also he molded these
thoughts in his creative experiences. This critical essay is an overview of Majeed
Amjad's poetry and specially that poetry which represents the scientific consciousness.
This has been delineated in this essay, with different references and examples that the
subject of scientific consciousness has a very significant importance in his poetry and
how Majeed Amjad makes it the part of his creative experience.
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Abstract:

This research article reflect the contribution of a modern literary movement namely
movement of new poetry. It had been discussed in the article that in 1960, the writing
literary living in Pakistan felt that the old paradigm style, techniques and their topics as
well have been out dated.

So they started to express their poets in the form of symbolism that main poets who
contributed in this movement are Iftikhar Jalib, Anis Nagi, Abdul Rashid, Zahid Dar

and Tabsum Kashmiri.
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Abstract:

Hafeez Hushiarpuir (1912-1973) is one of hte most important ghazal poets of Pakistan.
He was one of the founders of Halqa-i-Arbab-i-Zauq. He was a researcher, teacher of
philosophy and was highly skilled in "Tarikh-goee". Also he was the mentor of Nasir
Kazimi. His poetry reflects intense 'taghazzul' as well as expertise in poetic technique.
Prosodic trends is an aspect of his poetry. The abundance of metres, their selection and
some delinquencies are noticeable. In this article, his prososdic tendencies have been
compared with those of other poets in a cursory manner. The study reveals not only
Hafeez's metrical know-how but also surprisingly brings forth some delinquencies
which are unexpected of a poet of such calibre both from creative and technical points
of view.
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Abstract:
"Dohra is one of the oldest forms of Siraiki Folk Poetry. It has the honour of being

used by Hazrat Baha-ud-Din Zikria and then by Hazrat Hameed-ud-Din Hakim as their

mean of communication.

In this article various aspects of Dhora including some of the prominent poets are

being highlighted."
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